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Himalayan Club's 1st semester ends with success
Health & Wellness hosts health festival
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After its fi rst semester in operation, the Baruch Himalayan Club had 
a strong fi nish with its fi nal general interest meeting. Th e fi nal meeting 
primarily featured the elections for the next semester’s executive board, 
but the meeting was open to both past and new members so they would 
understand the club better.
Since its inauguration in December, the Baruch Himalayan Club has 
strived to become one of the leading clubs at Baruch College.
Th e goals of the club include spreading Himalayan culture at Ba-
ruch, creating an environment to help students with language and cul-
ture barriers and to bridge the gap between Himalayan students and 
students of other backgrounds.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
The "Student Health & Wellness Festival" was held on May 2, and included participation from a number of organizations, 
including: the Latino Commission on AIDS, Metro Plus and Mount Sinai Beth Israel. Read the story on page 3.
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Netfl ix’s adap-
tation of “13 
Reasons Why,” 
based on the 
book of the 




Critics say that the show sensa-
tionalizes suicide, but it also may 
promote preventative discourse.
ARTS & STYLE 12
‘13 Reasons Why’ sparks de-
bate about suicide (p. 12)
A study con-
ducted across 
Texas’ 12 major 
metro areas 
found that a 1 
degree Celsius 
drop in temper-
ature is linked 
to health risks. 
Researchers concluded that cold 
weather can lead to certain dis-
eases and advise Texans to take 
preventative measures.
SCIENCE & TECH 16
Cold weather increases 
Texan mortality risk (p. 16)
Th e Giants add-




tion of tight end 
Evan Engram in 
the fi rst round 
of the 2017 NFL 
draft. In addi-
tion, the Giants addressed key 
issues at running back, off ensive 
line and defensive tackle in the 
following rounds.
SPORTS 18
Tight end highlights Giants' 






revealed a plan 




Pai’s plan outlines a stark con-
trast to the actions taken by the 
FCC under President Obama's 
administration.
BUSINESS 9











that are at risk. When lives are at 
stake, science must prevail over 
misinformation, often perpetu-
ated by those with no credentials.
OPINIONS 5
Mandatory vaccines





The Baruch Himalayan Club hosted its last general interest meeting on May 4. The meeting featured elections for the club's executive board for the next academic year.
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
In an eff ort to allow more 
young people to attend school 
and continue their daily lives 
comfortably while menstruat-
ing, Baruch Women in Business 
has partnered up with Days for 
Girls, a non-profi t organization 
designed to provide young peo-
ple with long-lasting menstrual 
hygiene products. Th is was the 
second year that WIB partnered 
with Days for Girls.
Days for Girls has over 800 
chapters internationally, pri-
marily depending on volunteers 
such as the students who at-
tended the event. Chapters ex-
ist in varying countries, such as 
Ghana, Nepal and the United 
States. In order to accommodate 
people who may not have access 
to menstrual hygiene products, 
volunteers create kits consisting 
of reusable menstrual products, 
and distribute them to people 
in need both locally and around 
the world.







Baruch College’s Japanese Program hosted “Too Much Monkey Business?: Japanese Authors” on Th ursday, 
May 4. Th e event celebrated the publication of the literary magazine Monkey Business: New Writing from Japan 
Vol. 7 by featuring two authors, Hiromi Ito and Hiroko Oyamada, who were highlighted in the magazine.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Japanese Program's event honors Japanese literary magazine
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WIB packs menstrual supply kits for youth in need
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
In many developing nations, 
young women in particular have 
to resort to sexual exploitation in 
order to receive money to purchase 
menstrual hygiene products. Th is 
poses many risks, such as preg-
nancy and disease. In addition, 
young women who resort to sex in 
exchange for money can develop 
negative emotional complexities 
that stem from humiliation and in-
ferior treatment. In these nations, 
young people also have little to no 
access to education about men-
strual health and it is often stigma-
tized and viewed as taboo.
Jill Miller, leader of the Days for 
Girls New York City chapter, hosted 
the event on May 2, initially pre-
senting a PowerPoint and teaching 
the attendees how to put together 
the menstrual kit. Each kit can last 
up to three years with proper care.
So far, Days for Girls collectively 
has assembled 640,000 menstrual 
hygiene kits and distributed them 
to 119 countries. “It’s a force,” Mill-
er said, referring to the organiza-
tion’s widespread development. 
In addition to distributing kits, 
Days for Girls works to create jobs 
for people in developing nations 
who live in extreme poverty due 
to lack of opportunity. Volunteers 
who create kits in developing na-
tions acquire necessary skills, such 
as sewing, that can transfer over to 
other fi elds.
Miller described various sani-
tary products in detail, providing 
information on how to use them ef-
fectively and safely. She instructed 
the attendees on how to package 
the kit. “Each bag is a drawstring. 
It comes with a shield, which has 
a polyurethane material that [is] 
sewn inside that is washable and 
breathable and doesn't crinkle. It's 
a pad that doesn't look like a pad,” 
she said. “A lot of women are wash-
ing with rocks and washboards and 
dry in the sun, so they want privacy 
and discretion. [We] use nice, deep, 
rich colors that hide stains and it's 
beautiful and looks like a wash-
cloth. [Th ere is] no stigma attached 
to menstruation.”
Th e kit comes in a Ziploc bag 
enclosed in a drawstring bag and 
also contains a hotel-sized bar of 
soap, a menstrual-cycle calendar, a 
pair of underwear, a washcloth and 
an additional Ziploc bag.
In making the kits, Miller in-
structed the participants to put 
care and attention into each one. 
“Th e kits are as unique as the girl 
receiving it because of the combi-
nation of fabrics. It's about owner-
ship,” she said. “Quality control is a 
big deal for us. We don't want a kit 
that looks not as good as the girl's 
next to her.”
After the participants put to-
gether their fi rst kits according to 
Miller’s instructions, Miller asked 
them to “hug the air out of [the kit]” 
because Days for Girls ships hun-
dreds of kits out at a time and the 
packages need to be as compact as 
possible.
Miller stressed that May 28, 
International Menstrual Hygiene 
Day, is approaching and acts as 
one of the reasons to get as many 
kits as possible out there every year. 
Miller hopes that the New York City 
chapter will distribute at least 1,000 
kits this year. Last year, the chapter 
distributed 585.
Shaimaa Abdelrahman, a coor-
dinator of the event, said that prior 
to the event she and two friends 
went to Union Square to raise 
money for the organization and 
announced that they were collect-
ing donations from the attendees 
as well.
After the initial kit-making ses-
sion, Abdelrahman asked attend-
ees to write a positive message to 
young people in developing na-
tions on a poster board adorned 
with colorful Post-it notes.
 
Former United States Assis-
tant Attorney General Karol Ma-
son was appointed to be the fi fth 
president of the John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice by CUNY’s 
Board of Trustees on May 1. Ma-
son worked in the Obama ad-
ministration on issues such as 
juvenile justice and bail reform. 
“Karol Mason has established 
herself as a bold, visionary lead-
er in the fi elds of law and crimi-
nal justice reform and she will be 
ideal for continuing the history 
of excellence and inspiration at 
John Jay College,” said Chancel-
lor James B. Milliken in a press 
release. “I am delighted that she 
will be bringing her skills, energy 
and insights to our outstand-
ing students and I am proud of 
the choice of such a gifted new 
president.”
_______________________ 
CUNY and SUNY college 
campuses across New York are 
set to receive $2.5 million in 
funding in order to combat stu-
dent drug use and underage 
drinking. Colleges are expected 
to use the money to develop 
programs that will decrease 
problems related to drinking 
and drug use, such as academic 
issues, alcohol overdoses and 
assaults. Th e programs would 
also attempt to decrease the 
availability of drugs and alcohol 
on campuses, and change at-
titudes on campus about these 
substances. “College is a forma-
tive time in young people’s lives 
and it is critical that we provide 
our students with the necessary 
tools to avoid making bad deci-
sions with potentially life-alter-
ing consequences,” Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo said. “Th rough cam-
paigns aimed at combatting drug 
use and underage drinking, we 
can help set students on the right 
path by creating a campus envi-
ronment that fosters education, 
awareness and growth for all.”
_______________________
Baruch College hosted its 
annual "Spring Fling" on May 4. 
Students were entertained dur-
ing club hours with games, an 
infl atable slide and an obstacle 
course, a photo booth and other 
activities. Treats like cotton can-
dy, nachos and popcorn were 
also available for students to eat. 
During the evening, musicians A 
Boogie wit da Hoodie and Don 
Q performed for students in Ma-
son Hall in a sold-out concert. 
As opposed to previous years, 
this year’s concert portion of 
“Spring Fling” was its own sepa-
rate event. Previously, artists like 
the Ying Yang Twins and Juelz 
Santana were scheduled to play 
alongside the “Spring Fling” ac-
tivities during club hours. Spon-
sors of this year’s show were 
WBMB Baruch College Radio 
and Th e Ticker.
_______________________
Advertising technology fi rms 
Storyful and Moat are collabo-
rating with the CUNY School of 
Journalism to create the Open 
Brand Safety database. Th e data-
base archive of internet domains 
and video URLs have been pre-
viously fl agged for publishing 
extremist content and messages, 
or forms of “fake news.” Th e da-
tabase is intended to help diff er-
ent brands and marketers avoid 
advertising with publishers of 
“fake news,” using algorithms to 
identify “fake news” content that 
would then be catalogued in the 
database. In this way, advertis-
ers can ensure that they adver-
tise with only credible media 
outlets.
COMPILED BY 
N e w s  B r i e f s
Monkey Business authors talk about literary works
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
Motoyuki Shibata, Monkey 
Business’ translator and founder, 
opened up the event by explaining 
the purpose of Monkey Business. 
A Tokyo-based magazine, Monkey 
Business’ objective is to publish the 
works of contemporary Japanese 
writers.
Shibata discussed his back-
ground and his infl uence on Mon-
key Business. After spending time 
in the literary journal writing fi eld, 
Shibata founded Monkey Business 
in 2008. In the beginning, many 
contributors were authors from 
Britain, Canada and the United 
States, but Shibata pushed for a 
forum that featured works that 
were translated from Japanese to 
English and written by Japanese 
writers.
Ted Goossen, a professor of 
Japanese literature at York Univer-
sity, explained that the journal’s 
aim is to introduce writers who are 
well-known in Japan but not in the 
United States. Monkey Business' 
staff  members have now started or-
ganizing yearly events in both the 
United States and Canada. Th e de-
but of Monkey Business at Baruch 
was one of the stops on its U.S. tour.
After Shibata’s and Goossen’s 
explanation of Monkey Business, 
the fi rst author, Oyamada, was in-
vited to speak. Oyamada, a Hiro-
shima native, won the Akutagawa 
Prize in 2013.
Oyamada read one of her short 
stories, “Mothers,” in her native 
Japanese and Goossen translated 
each paragraph read out loud 
to English.
When she fi nished reading, 
Oyamada said that her stories are 
often based on dreams she has, 
and that “Mothers” was not any 
diff erent.
“I woke up in a sweat and could 
tell that this was going to be a story. 
My 3-year-old daughter was sleep-
ing next to me so I covered myself 
with the covers and wrote this story 
on my cellphone,” Oyamada said. 
“I wrote the story as quickly as 
possible because I wanted to cap-
ture what I felt in the dream. In the 
morning, I typed it up on my lap-
top.”
Ito was invited to present next. 
She fi rst provided some back-
ground information on herself, re-
vealing that her interest in poetry 
began when she was 18 years old. 
She found her university exams 
diffi  cult, struggled with her con-
fi dence and developed an eating 
disorder.
“I took a writing class and a poet 
praised my work, saying that writ-
ing was a good option for me. So, I 
wrote again and I could not stop,” 
Ito said. She explores women’s is-
sues in her work.
Ito chose to read her poem on 
abortion. She read in Japanese and 
paused for Shibata to translate. Th e 
phrase “congratulations on your 
destruction” was repeated several 
times. At one point, Shibata and Ito 
began repeating “congratulations” 
together.
After Ito, editor Roland Kelts 
spoke. Kelts, author of Japana-
merica, specializes in nonfi ction 
and gives talks about contempo-
rary Japanese culture. He said that 
he met Shibata in New York City 
and worked with him on A Public 
Space, a Brooklyn-based literary 
magazine. When Monkey Busi-
ness was founded, Kelts was asked 
to help with the production of the 
magazine.
“I cannot believe that this is the 
seventh issue. I feel humbled and 
privileged to be a part of this. I do 
not think there is anything else like 
Monkey Business,” Kelts said.
Later there was a question and 
answer session on the production 
schedule of the literary magazine. 
Writers can submit original work 
in June and July, Shibata said. Th e 
editing process is time-consum-
ing, as editors get drafts back with 
many comments regarding style 
and nuance. When they are fi n-
ished with edits, editors consult the 
translators in October. Th e transla-
tors’ work ends in December but 
can continue into early January. 
Th e magazine fi nally enters the 
publishing phase in either March 
or April.
At the conclusion of the event, 
attendees were welcome to pur-
chase a copy of Monkey Business 
signed by Oyamada and Ito.
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Authors Oyamada and Ito presented their works in honor of the publication of the newest edition of Monkey Business.
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WIB volunteers packed kits with menstrual supplies under the guidance of Miller, Days for Girls' New York City chapter leader.
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With the events that the Hima-
layan Club has held this Spring se-
mester, the club demonstrated it is 
capable of fulfi lling all of its goals. 
Th e fi rst general interest meet-
ing for the Himalayan Club was 
held on Valentine’s Day, marketed 
with the slogan: “Why spend Val-
entine’s day alone, when you can 
spend it with us!” Th e welcoming 
club had food, fun, games and 
prizes at the meeting, as stated on 
the fl ier. With a turnout of about 
30 attendees, the Himalayan club’s 
fi rst meeting proved successful.
One of the main goals of the 
club is to promote academic ad-
vancement and career develop-
ment among Himalayan and non-
Himalayan students. Th roughout 
its fi rst semester, the club achieved 
this by putting its members in con-
tact with organizations such as the 
Network of Sherpa Students and 
Professionals. NSSP provides vol-
unteer and networking opportuni-
ties through the Himalayan Bud-
dhist Community of Nepal in USA, 
which is hosting the “Buddha Jay-
anti Celebration” on May 14. Th e 
“Buddha Jayanti Celebration” is a 
three-day event that will feature a 
blood drive, prayers and teachings 
of Buddhism and will end with the 
Nepal Day parade.
“Th e club hopes to reach out to 
as many Himalayan students and 
other interested students as pos-
sible who's [sic] are seeking the 
guidance and mentorship that one 
needs to succeed at Baruch and 
beyond,” wrote Sonam Doka Sher-
pa and Jamyang Dorjee Walden, 
the vice president and president of 
the Himalayan Club, through text. 
“We fi nd that many students are 
not aware of the resources that Ba-
ruch has to off er, so we want to be 
there to help those students by let-
ting them know about our events 
and other events they might be in-
terest [sic] in.”
Sherpa and Walden accom-
plished their goal to expose stu-
dents to events around Baruch 
through their Facebook page 
where they promote Himalayan 
Club events, other club events 
around Baruch and post about Hi-
malayan culture.
As well as informing students 
about the culture, the Himalayan 
Club sought to keep its members 
engaged through small competi-
tions and out-of-school events. 
One of the club’s competitions was 
a slogan-making contest open to 
all Baruch students. Th e aim was to 
see who could come up with a slo-
gan that best represented the club. 
Th e winner was “Ascending to the 
Peak,” chosen by the e-board be-
cause its members felt that it best 
embodied what the club stood for, 
and also represented from where 
the club originated.
With such a successful semes-
ter, Baruch can only wait in an-
ticipation for what the Himalayan 
club has planned for the coming 
Fall semester. Slated are various 
cultural events, a LinkedIn head-
shot workshop and a networking 
night where students can meet Hi-
malayan professionals.
For such a new club, the Hima-
layan club is doing all that it can to 
become visible in club life and get 
the recognition it deserves.
“Th ere wasn’t much competi-
tion, but our [e-board] candidates 
had some great ideas and vision[s] 
bigger and better in the coming 
year,” wrote Sherpa and Walden. 
All that is left to do is to wait and 
see.
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Th e “Student Health & Wellness 
Festival” was held on the second 
fl oor lobby of the Newman Verti-
cal Campus during club hours on 
May 2, providing opportunities 
for students to learn more about 
their health. Students lined up to 
receive smoothies, an estimate of 
their blood pressures, insight on 
insurance and an opportunity to 
sign up for a raffl  e to win a teeth-
whitening kit valued over $500.
Th e Baruch College Athletics 
Department, the Baruch Coun-
seling Center, the Baruch Early 
Learning Center, City MD and oth-
er organizations were present dur-
ing the festival to highlight their 
services.
Th e private dentist offi  ce pres-
ent during the festival explained its 
off erings to students, including in-
depth exams that allow individuals 
to see high-defi nition images and 
X-rays of their teeth.
A representative of the offi  ce 
stressed the importance of clean-
ing one’s teeth at a clinic every six 
months and getting regular check-
ups every three months.
Th e Latino Commission on 
AIDS wanted to make sure itd pres-
ence was felt during the festival. 
Gustavo Morales, a representative 
from Th e Latino Commission on 
AIDS and Th e Oasis Latino LG-
BTS Wellness Center mentioned 
that “health is usually not in the 
top three concerns of youth, so 
this festival also reminds students 
that check-ups are essential and 
must be done on a regular basis 
with one's doctor.” Morales also 
mentioned the importance of pro-
moting the Latino Commission on 
AIDS, since the organization gives 
individuals access to community 
services, health services and work-
shop education.
Aside from the professional 
healthcare specialists who attend-
ed the “Student Health & Well-
ness Festival,” the New York Sports 
Club also made an unoffi  cial ap-
pearance at the event after failing 
to confi rm with Baruch’s Health 
& Wellness Center. Th e business’ 
representative asserted that indi-
viduals must exercise regularly to 
have more energy, improve mood, 
lower risk of obesity and in gener-
al, live a healthier lifestyle.
Th e representative stated, “Th e 
gym is not the only option to stay 
healthy, there's a lot of alterna-
tives, but there's always a place for 
the gym. Th e gym gives you the ac-
curacy of ease to work out, and it 
is a part of a person's basic health.” 
“It's extremely important to 
know about your body and health 
awareness. Since most of us are 
approaching fi nals, now is the best 
time to know about our personal 
blood and sugar level. As college 
students, we eat junk all the time, 
it's crucial to know there are other 
options out there,” said student 
Annie Willis on the event.
Festival promotes student wellness
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Free items, such as condoms, were given at the festival from various organizations.
Himalayan Club looks 
forward into club future
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Y
emen is currently undergo-
ing an unprecedented civil 
war between the govern-
ment of Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi 
and the Houthi rebels. As usual, in 
times of civil war and intense dis-
equilibrium, there are other actors 
who are hoping to control and take 
advantage of the situation. Th e al-
Qaida affi  liate in Yemen and the 
Islamic State are known to have a 
presence in the war, as though the 
situation were not already compli-
cated enough.
Th e biggest concern with this 
civil war is the civilian causalities 
and the eff ect that the war has on 
ordinary people. Seventeen mil-
lion Yemenis are facing widespread 
famine in a country that has long 
been the poorest Arab nation.
Western governments should 
not expect the regime to change. 
Th e nation must keep U.S. allies 
in check and not blindly support 
them. Th e United States should 
not be going anywhere near the Ye-
meni war, risking civilians who get 
caught in the crossfi re of drone at-
tacks and airstrikes.
Yet, it has been business as 
usual with the military-industrial 
complex. An entire generation of 
Yemenis may be wiped out and the 
ones who manage to live should 
not do so knowing that the United 
States had a role to play in their 
lives being ruined.
Coincidentally, right across the 
gulf from Yemen is Somalia, an-
other nation ripped apart by a bru-
tal civil war and intense famine in 
which the United States played a 
major role.
U.S. citizens should focus on 
home and avoid kneejerk reac-
tions to photographs that monger 
sadness. Th e United States, be-
ing a unilateral force in aid or in-
tervention as in the Bosnian civil 
war, should stop acting like it cares 
about altruism when it is only ag-
gravating the confl ict in Yemen and 
across Arabia.
Intervention by the United 
States will only serve to draw the 
war out further. In times of civil 
war, there will always be outstand-
ing circumstances that will not be 
resolved by sending in troops and 
armaments.
Th e United Nations is struggling 
to send adequate aid to Yemenis 
and part of it has to do with Saudi-
blockades, but there is no respon-
sibility of any state actor to equally 
distribute aid to both sides of this 
civil war. Th e U.N. can try all it likes 
to send aid, but if there is fi ghting it 
will be impossible to distribute it to 
those who desperately need it.
Th ere has to be a non-militaris-
tic end to the confl ict while the U.N. 
brings aid to the desperate, war-
torn nation. Th e Middle East is of 
no business to those in the United 
States and must remain that way. 
Th is could very well be the next 
Libya or Iraq, and the world already 
harshly criticizes the United States 





n a world where personal au-
tonomy has more importance 
than ever, anything that threat-
ens it is immediately mired in 
controversy. Even things that are 
meant to help individuals rather 
than hinder them are called into 
question, and such is the case with 
vaccinations. Right now, vaccina-
tions are a choice in the United 
States. Citizens can choose to be 
vaccinated or not and parents can 
also decide for their children, as it 
is part of the rights guaranteed to 
them by the Constitution.
Sometimes, people refuse vacci-
nations for religious reasons. Other 
times, they just do not trust the 
science behind vaccines or simply 
cannot be bothered. Citizens de-
serve the right to decide.
Th ere is a catch-22, a dilemma 
where either choice—making all 
vaccinations mandatory or letting 
people have the freedom to decide 
for themselves—has an equally 
troubling outcome. It is essentially 
a choice between letting people 
die, or taking away their personal 
autonomy. Th ere may, however, be 
another option: a middle ground 
that can appease both parties.
Mandatory vaccinations must 
apply, but only to certain popula-
tions. For example, only certain 
vaccinations should be mandatory 
depending on demographic cat-
egories and geographic locations. 
Th at way, disease prevention in ar-
eas that need it can be tackled and 
people can still maintain most of 
their autonomy. Straddling this line 
may be the only viable solution.
After all, both sides of the issue 
make valid arguments. Outbreaks 
of measles struck Europe this year. 
During January and February, there 
were over 1,500 reports of measles 
across 14 European countries. Th e 
European Centre for Disease Pre-
vention and Control attributed this 
outbreak to “an accumulation of 
unvaccinated individuals.”
Th e European Union’s health 
commissioner, Vytenis Andriu-
kaitis, expressed his outrage over 
the situation stating, “It is unac-
ceptable to hear that children 
and adults are dying from disease 
where safe vaccines are available.” 
It does seem cruel to let people 
choose to be vulnerable to measles 
when there has long been a way to 
prevent it. For example, the rotavi-
rus kills 600 children in Africa every 
day, despite the fact that there has 
been a breakthrough made with a 
vaccine for the disease.
Nonetheless, many still appeal 
to pseudoscience to justify their 
opposition to vaccinations. For 
instance, a writer for the Healthy 
Home Economist, who comes from 
a family of medical professionals, 
off ers her six reasons to oppose 
vaccines, often citing the Interna-
tional Journal of Vaccines and Vac-
cinations. Her fi ndings report that 
some vaccines have traces of mer-
cury and metals like aluminum in 
them. Th e article merely appeals to 
popular statements that are meant 
to set off  alarms in readers’ minds.
Another popular rebuttal 
against mandatory vaccinations is 
herd immunity, which posits that 
to provide immunity to an entire 
population against a contagious 
disease, 85-95 percent of the popu-
lation needs to be vaccinated.
Beyond those vaccinated, oth-
ers will be okay without immuni-
zation because they reside inside 
of a community where no one can 
catch that disease as a result of the 
predominately protected popula-
tion.
While this argument sounds 
legitimate, proponents fail to real-
ize that the problem, like with the 
recent measles outbreak, is that a 
high percentage of the population 
is no longer vaccinated at rates 
that would allow herd immunity to 
be eff ective today. Add this to the 
fact that so many people travel and 
carry the disease with them, and it 
is possible, if not likely, that a pan-
demic may occur.
Vaccines are simply and plainly 
necessary, but it is improbable that 
they will become mandatory with 
the amount of doubt still linger-
ing. Th e only solution is to reach a 
compromise and decide which ar-
eas need them the most and which 
populations are particularly vul-
nerable. Only then can an agree-
ment can be made to make vac-




For so long, the tradition of graduation has included students walk-
ing across a stage after hearing his or her name called or simply march-
ing together with the graduating class. However, Baruch College has 
followed a diff erent format for past commencement ceremonies. For 
that reason, some Baruch students are debating whether to attend the 
ceremony.
At Baruch’s commencement ceremony, students do not get the op-
portunity to walk. Th e ceremony, as conducted in the past, consists of 
a speech from Baruch President Mitchel B. Wallerstein, followed by the 
commencement speaker, then the switching of the tassel from right to 
left.
Last year’s commencement ceremony lasted only an hour and a 
half, which is relatively short when considering the fact that students 
pay $50 for their cap and gown only to wear it for a short period of time. 
After four years—sometimes even longer depending on the student—
of pursuing a bachelor’s degree, students deserve not only to walk, but 
have his or her name individually announced.
Baruch has a large student population, but other large colleges in 
New York have found ways to give their students the recognition they 
deserve without holding a traditional commencement ceremony. At 
Columbia University, for example, each school celebrates its graduates 
with its own ceremony.
In a similar vein, because over 9,000 students are expected to attend 
the commencement ceremony at New York University, it is not possible 
to recognize each individual by name. However, NYU does give each of 
its schools and programs the option of hosting individual graduations 
or receptions. Th ose smaller, more intimate ceremonies can be held at 
various venues on campus and around New York City.
Sometimes commencement ceremonies are more for the family of 
a graduate than the actual graduate. Not seeing the graduate walk or 
get recognized can be disappointing, especially if family members trav-
eled to be at the ceremony. With such a large population of graduating 
seniors at Baruch, each school—the Marxe School of Public and Inter-
national Aff airs, the Weissman School of Arts and Science and the Zick-
lin School of Business—should have their own ceremonies to celebrate 
each respective school’s graduates. 
John Jay College hosts two commencement ceremonies—one in the 
morning and one in the afternoon. Students attend the ceremony that 
includes their major. Baruch should follow a similar route so that there 
is more concentration on individual student recognition.
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Ever since Amazon and other big e-commerce businesses started 
to take over the in-store shopping experience, many big-box retail-
ers have shifted their focus to online sales and have been busy closing 
down their physical stores. For one retailer, however, the rise of internet 
shopping and the slowdown in consumer spending has yet to rain on 
its parade.
On April 30, Target announced that it has signed a lease to open a 
new store on 145 Clinton Street. Th e company’s new location will take 
up about 22,500 square feet of retail space at Essex Crossing, the 1.9 
million square foot development project on the Lower East Side. Small 
retailers in the area are the likeliest to be aff ected by the change as they 
will probably be unable to keep up with the low rates provided by the 
chain and ultimately lose many of their customers.
In addition, chain stores often sap out the revenue in the local econ-
omy.
Local business owners are more likely to reinvest their profi ts into 
their stores and keep money circulating within the community. While 
the project is expected to bring in new business and employment op-
portunities to the neighborhood, the arrival of large stores like Target 
will come at a great cost.
New Target threatens local business
Misinformation is causing many to choose to put countless lives at stake, even in developing countries
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S
ince the 1960s, 
University of 
C a l i f o r n i a , 
Berkeley has been at 
the heart of the free 
speech movement. 
No matter the heavi-
ly conformist culture 
of this time period, 
students fought for 
the right to be free 
thinkers. Facing a 
campus-wide ban on political activities, 
students organized en masse. Despite the 
contrarian nature of their views they had a 
constitutional right to organize and express 
their opinions. Just because their views were 
considered derelict did not mean that their 
events should be shut down.
Th e students wanted to be able to gath-
er and discuss their views in the grand ex-
change of ideas. Th ey argued for academ-
ic freedom, discussion and speech. Th ey 
wanted students and professors alike to be 
free to hold views that broke from the status 
quo. Even though many of these protesters 
were of the far left, individuals of all polit-
ical persuasions could respect their beliefs. 
Th ese students made their stand and the 
administrators backed down. Th e university 
began to take steps to create a campus that 
is open to debate, discussion and dissenting 
ideas of all political persuasions.
For decades, it was the perseverance of 
students that maintained the right to ex-
pression at college campuses throughout 
the country.
However, over the past two decades, the 
tides have slowly begun to turn. Students 
are beginning to petition administrators to 
restrict speech. Th ere are calls to have con-
troversial speeches canceled and clubs un-
chartered. Th e grand exchange of ideas is 
being isolated to small, free-speech zones 
on campuses while the campus proper is 
being labeled a safe space where dissent 
from the public norm is considered an af-
front to decent society.
Luckily, students from various parts of 
the political spectrum are beginning to push 
back against the fringe groups organizing to 
limit speech on campus. Even though the 
war has been waged for over six decades, 
the fi ght for free speech is not yet won. In 
this new era, U.C. Berkeley once again fi nds 
itself at the center of the movement.
Just months ago, conservative provoca-
teur Milo Yiannopoulos was scheduled to 
speak at U.C. Berkeley as part of his cam-
pus speaking tour. Yiannopoulos’ brand 
represents a combination of edgy humor 
and contrarian opinions. His appearance 
would mark the epitome of truly accepting 
the essence of free speech. Unfortunately, 
his event was met with profuse violence. 
Anti-fascist protestors organized in droves 
to assault Trump supporters, setting fi re to 
trees and launching fi reworks at the build-
ing where Yiannopoulos was speaking. Th e 
situation escalated to the point where Yian-
nopoulos needed to be evacuated from the 
building. Th e university announced that 
$100,000 worth of damages were caused 
during the protest.
More recently, conservative, best-selling 
author Ann Coulter was scheduled to speak 
at U.C. Berkeley. Her appearance was met 
with heavy resistance from students and 
outside groups. At this point, the climate 
was far from peaceful. Th e time between 
Yiannopoulos’ appearance and Coulter’s 
planned speech was marked with fi erce vio-
lence that traversed beyond the boundaries 
of the U.C., Berkeley campus. Th e same An-
tifa protestors engaged with supporters of 
President Donald Trump.
In this climate, the university could not 
guarantee Coulter’s safety. Amid the chaos, 
the two student groups sponsoring her ap-
pearance pulled their invitation. Th is led to 
a bipartisan rallying cry of support behind 
her. Even Bernie Sanders and Bill Maher 
came to Coulter’s defense. Th is demon-
strates the most important takeaway from 
the situation in U.C. Berkeley: free speech is 
not a partisan issue. Out of all the issues that 
divide the nation, one truth unites everyone: 
despite how contrarian someone’s views 
may be, he or she deserves to speak freely. 
Eric is a Public Aff airs student who is active 
in the Baruch College Republicans. He re-
cently founded a nonprofi t, Doxa, to increase 
“debate, discourse and citizenship.”
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T
here exists a popular myth among the 
hyper-conservative segments of the 
right that freedom of speech is some-
how equivalent to freedom from conse-
quence. Th is is what characters like Milo Yi-
annopoulos, whose infl ammatory remarks 
got his speeches at colleges banned and his 
book deals revoked, seem to espouse. He 
rants on about feminism or political correct-
ness under the banner of protecting one’s 
First Amendment right to say whatever he 
or she wishes. Th e First Amendment does 
guarantee the protection of speech, but the 
reactions to that speech are protected, too.
According to the alleged First Amend-
ment protectors, being criticized for inciting 
riots is not a violation of freedom of speech, 
but that very freedom in action.
On that subject, the newfound buzzword 
nature of “political correctness” needs to be 
addressed. It has quickly transformed from 
being a term used to describe attempting to 
correctly and respectfully identify aspects of 
an identity to a crude way of calling people 
weak for not “saying what is on their minds.” 
It has become code for “We are not allowed 
to be disrespectful anymore.” It is no wonder 
that the criticisms of political correctness 
that achieve media fl air come from conser-
vatives whose idea of respectful speech is 
outright vulgarity toward minorities.
Th e idea of speech having consequence 
has long been exemplifi ed by the phrase 
“Don’t shout ‘fi re’ in a crowded theater.” 
Th is is a refl ection of an action having 
consequence, which pseudo-political ce-
lebrities like Yiannopoulos simply do not 
understand.
To them, speech is somehow a pure thing 
that has no variations or need for censor-
ship—if someone cannot simply accept 
something that has been said, it is the lis-
tener’s issue and not the speaker’s.
Yiannopoulos is a fi gure who encourag-
es hatred and a strain of conservatism that 
benefi ts the very few, no matter how univer-
sal his message of absolute speech seems to 
be. Speech acts not as a message, but as a 
catalyst toward a greater action—the action 
wanted by the people who decry political 
correctness is the desire to do whatever they 
want. It begins with calling someone a name 
and it ends with a 
more substantial ac-
tion of discrimination 
against them.
Th e clearest ex-
ample may be Chris-
topher von Keyser-
ling, a Connecticut 
Republican who 
groped a woman un-
der the pretense of 
free speech this Janu-
ary. To the reasonable person this is sexual 
assault. However, to von Keyserling, he was 
simply acting upon his First Amendment 
rights. Von Keyserling manipulated the term 
“free speech” to mean “free action,” and 
sexually assaulted someone. For some, the 
change in national discourse is a fi ne line 
that requires careful watch. To people like 
von Keyserling, all general respect for fellow 
citizens can be thrown away on a whim.
Figures like Yiannopoulos or von Key-
serling need to continue to be criticized and 
punished for seeing themselves as arbiters 
of what can be acceptable simply because 
they have a desire to do or say something. 
Von Keyserling was arrested for his actions 
and Yiannopoulos’ sphere of infl uence has 
been slowly degrading, though he has stated 
he would be founding an organization to 
fi ght “political correctness” in all its forms, 
whatever that may mean to someone like 
him. However, it is not a far cry to expect it 
to mean an intent to continually insult liber-
al ideas that he fi nds personally grotesque, 
whether it be feminism or an age of consent. 
It only makes the job for anyone fi ght-
ing against such action much more dif-
fi cult, with yet another organization in 
the mix of anti-political correctness activ-
ism. However, it also means that there is 
more to dismantle. If speech can create 
action, then it would be up to those whose 
speech has power to protect others from 
dangerous action.
Reuven is a sophomore studying Literary 
Form and Writing. He is a frequent contribu-
tor to Th e Ticker and an editor for Refract 
Magazine.
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REUVEN GLEZER
Baruch fails to regulate 
energy usage on campus
E
arth Day, celebrated on 
April 22, 2017, is a world-
wide celebration started by 
Sen. Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin 
to demonstrate support for envi-
ronmental protection. Last year, 
the event was marked with the 
historic Paris Climate Agreement. 
Th is year, it was marked by the 
March for Science.
As a school, Baruch College has 
made many strides to make its ur-
ban campus greener and more en-
ergy effi  cient. Nonetheless, there 
is certainly more that can be done.
In 2015, Baruch announced 
the development of a brand-new 
college-wide green initiative that 
aimed to reduce the overall foot-
print of the college. Th e Baruch 
Computing & Technology Center 
went green back in 2011 by reduc-
ing the center’s energy usage.
Baruch deserves praise and 
recognition for its eff ective and 
successful green initiatives. Th e 
college has gone a long way to 
make the campus greener and 
more energy effi  cient. However, 
this does not mean that more can-
not be done.
Th e installation of bottle refi ll 
stations around the college is an 
amazing idea that should be ex-
panded. Th ere should be more of 
these stations around the school, 
perhaps with multiple stations on 
the same fl oor.
In 2015, an initiative was 
launched to reduce energy usage 
over the summer, but this should 
be expanded to include the Fall 
and Spring semesters. Moreover, 
there should be a greater push to 
implement e-books into the de-
partment curricula.
For a more lasting, albeit more 
expensive, investment in sustain-
ability, Baruch should install so-
lar panels on the roofs of campus 
buildings.
It is unbelievable that every 
building in New York City does 
not have solar panels already and 
Baruch could potentially be a pio-
neer in this regard. Th e average so-
lar panel system costs thousands 
of dollars. While this would be 
extremely expensive, solar panel 
systems are subsidized by up to 50 
percent in some cases. While still a 
costly investment, this would eas-
ily pay itself back within a decade. 
Periodically, more solar panels 
can be added to help drive elec-
tricity costs down even further for 
the school.
Any eff ort, no matter how 
small, helps. Baruch is doing its 
part but more can always be done, 
not only at school but around 
the world.
While humans may have diff er-
ent values and customs, everyone 
shares one common home: Earth. 
Th is small, beautiful planet is all 
humans have. Now, more than 
ever, the push and support for en-
vironmental protection is needed 
at Baruch.
Davon is  currently pursuing a con-
centration in Digital Marketing 
at the Zicklin School of Business 




Indians fi nally phase out Chief Wahoo
E
rnie Harwell, the legendary 
announcer, posited: "Base-
ball? It's just a game—as sim-
ple as a ball and a bat.
He continued, "Yet, as complex 
as the American spirit it symbol-
izes, it's a sport, business—and 
sometimes even religion.”
Unlike any other U.S. sport, 
baseball has cradled the values of 
the country’s spirit. Historically, 
baseball has stood at the forefront 
of frayed political issues of its day: 
an all-women’s baseball league 
during World War II, Jackie Robin-
son and the push for equal rights of 
African-Americans. Now, it stands 
at the controversy of sports logos 
and their indecencies.
One controversy—or rather, one 
image—depicts a feather upon the 
head of a rather obnoxious, grin-
ning red-faced Indian. His name 
is Chief Wahoo, and he hails from 
Cleveland, Ohio. Cleveland's base-
ball team was founded in 1901 and 
named the Indians since 1914. 
Its logo, Chief Wahoo, has existed 
since 1932.
Every Opening Day of the Indi-
ans’ season, Native Americans pro-
test the portrayal of the image's of-
fensive depiction of their heritage. 
Indians fans have argued for years 
that the image is just that: an image 
that represents their love of their 
sports team and their city.
As a lifelong, die-hard Cleve-
land fan who still wears his Chief 
Wahoo apparel around New York 
City, I certainly represent a biased 
opinion. It may seem simple for 
those on the outside looking in to 
banish Chief Wahoo from exis-
tence, but for many Clevelanders, 
myself included, it is a separa-
tion that hurts, as a recent Fox 8 
Cleveland online survey illustrates. 
When asked whether the team 
should get rid of the Chief Wahoo 
mascot, roughly 10,000 individuals 
replied, vehemently opposing the 
question with a “no” vote of over 
86 percent.
For those opposed to the logo, 
the hard truth is that just because 
an image is off ensive to some, does 
not make it unjust. Th e Cleveland 
Indians organization, as a busi-
ness fi rst and a sports club second, 
has a vested interest in pleasing 
its supporters who have already 
purchased 1.3 million tickets for 
the 2017 season and not those, 
mostly outside the city, who believe 
Chief Wahoo is off ensive, outdated 
or racist.
Th e Cleveland Indians owner-
ship understands the fan base's 
emotional and monetary support 
for its logo and the team. Fortu-
nately, they also comprehend that 
a U.S. sports club—not just a Cleve-
land sports club—must be market-
able to the entire country.
When primed with a World Se-
ries-contending roster and a bud-
ding superstar shortstop named 
Francisco Lindor, arguably the next 
face of baseball, the organization 
has acknowledged the other hard 
truth: in a country built on Native 
American lands and the backs of 
African-Americans, symbols that 
admonish the country's egregious 
past actions are unacceptable in 
America’s pastime.
I love Chief Wahoo, but my love 
for the Indians is not dependent 
on his survival. I do not love base-
ball because of its mascots, I love 
baseball because it is America’s 
pastime. It grounds the country to 
its upbringings and the values the 
United States holds dear.
Th is is why the Cleveland Indi-
ans organization needs to be com-
mended for its handling of the third 
rail topic Chief Wahoo represents 
for its fan base and sports business. 
Unlike the Washington Red-
skins, the Indians began phasing 
out the Chief Wahoo logo from 
public appearance in 2014. Th ey 
rebranded the team’s primary logo 
as a block “C” in place of Chief 
Wahoo.
Moreover, since the end of the 
World Series, MLB commissioner 
Rob Manfred has been in discus-
sions about the logo with team 
owner Paul Dolan. Th e Indians 
have reportedly been “very open 
minded” to the commissioner's 
willingness to “do away with the 
logo” and have agreed to a “set list 
of steps” to take to achieve Man-
fred’s goal.
In return, though not offi  cially 
stated as a quid pro quo, the Indi-
ans were awarded the 2019 MLB 
All-Star game in late January of 
this year.
Just as politics is about coop-
eration, the Cleveland Indians have 
done what in today's politics would 
seem impossible: they crossed the 
political aisle and worked on an 
amenable solution for both parties 
involved. Th e organization has be-
gun phasing out the logo and will 
all but abolish it sooner than later, 
while producing a winning team 
and All-Star game for the city of 
Cleveland and its fans.
If only politics were as simple as 
a game of baseball.
-Salvatore Gagliardi
Political Science '18
The controversial mascot of the Cleveland Indians baseball club should not represent America's pastime
[Baseball] grounds the 
country to its upbringings 
and the values the United 
States holds dear.
ERIC BUTKIEWICZ
US must not intervene 
in North Korean aff airs
T
he United States has been 
known as the world’s police 
for quite some time. Recent-
ly, the United States has been top-
pling regimes and aiding sides of 
civil wars, in hopes that a fl ourish-
ing democracy may prevail in the 
aftermath. Th e United States also 
had a history of intervening in Lat-
in America during the mid-twen-
tieth century, notably in countries 
like Nicaragua and Panama.
Many people do not think past 
highlighted news pieces when it 
comes to North Korea, which is 
understandable considering the 
geographical and cultural isola-
tion of the country.
Th e history of North Korea is 
a reminder to make sure that the 
United States does not keep mak-
ing the same mistakes over and 
over again. North Korea is a totali-
tarian nightmare, with complete 
obedience to its “supreme leader.” 
He was bestowed power by his 
bloodline, which can be traced 
back to the founding of North Ko-
rea in 1948.
Kim Il-sung, the grandfather of 
Kim Jong-un, was the founder of 
the nation and is still worshipped 
despite having died over two de-
cades ago. Words cannot describe 
how nightmarish the country is 
and, if it were not for brave jour-
nalists who risk their lives in going 
there, the rest of the world prob-
ably would not know what goes on. 
What recently occurred in the 
country is alarming but also over-
exaggerated in some instances. 
Th e North Korean military has 
been conducting nuclear tests, try-
ing to see how far its weapons can 
travel and how much damage can 
be infl icted by them.
Recently, the military ran its 
third test, with the fi rst occurring 
in 2009. Th e United States leads 
in the number of nuclear tests 
conducted and is the only nation 
to have used nuclear weapons.
France, India, Pakistan, Russia and 
the United Kingdom have all con-
ducted nuclear tests.
Th e problem that arises is that 
once nuclear weapons are used, 
they can infl ict tremendous dam-
age. For any country to attack the 
United States would be suicide, 
but it would not stop thousands of 
lives from being taken.
Th e USS Carl Vinson, a US fl eet, 
has since been conducting mili-
tary exercises with Japanese war-
ships in the Philippine Sea, around 
1,000 miles southeast of the coun-
try. It could be pure coincidence or 
a strategic military presence in the 
region, but the United States has 
to make sure that it does not press 
hard.
Th e United States should meet 
with Chinese or Russian leaders 
diplomatically as they have North 
Koreans' ears. Beyond that, it 
would be a mistake to meddle mil-
itarily in the East-Pacifi c region.
It is time that the United States 
focused more inwardly. It is more 
patriotic to fi ght for the rights of 
women. It is more patriotic to 
make sure people in Flint, Michi-
gan have clean water. It is more 
patriotic to make sure people have 
their healthcare needs being met 
without going bankrupt.
Th e solution to the crisis in 
North Korea is not militaristic in-
tervention. War does not bring 
peace and it is time the country 
focuses on the home front, just as 
President Donald Trump prom-
ised in his campaign.
-Ahsan Mushtaq
Political Science '20
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President Donald Trump signed 
a “Buy American, Hire American” 
executive order that puts limita-
tions on the H-1B visa and pushes 
employers to prioritize U.S. work-
ers. Th e executive order was signed 
on April 18.
Th e H-1B visa allows employ-
ers to hire skilled workers from 
outside of the United States. Dur-
ing his campaign, Trump said that 
he would reform the visa system 
to stop employers from turning to 
cheaper labor sources outside of 
the United States.
“Th is executive order will call for 
the strict enforcement of all laws 
governing entry into the United 
States of labor from abroad for the 
stated purpose of creating higher 
wages and higher employment 
rates for workers in the United 
States,” a senior administration 
offi  cial said during a background 
briefi ng on the executive order.
Th e transcript of the briefi ng 
further states that the Depart-
ments of Homeland Security, Jus-
tice, Labor and State will be tasked 
with limiting fraud and abuse in 
the immigration system to ensure 
that visa reforms achieve their 
goal to “protect workers in the 
United States and their economic 
conditions.”
Th e executive order, as the name 
suggests, consists of two parts. Ac-
cording to the transcript, the “Buy 
American” portion concerns the 
laws that regulate the process in 
which goods are obtained and 
used by the government. Th e “Hire 
American” portion concerns laws 
that regulate immigration to ensure 
that U.S. workers are protected. Th e 
senior administrative offi  cial also 
acknowledged that although laws 
regulating both have been passed 
in the past, the government’s over-
sight became increasingly lax over 
the years.
“Th e waivers and exemptions 
process in Buy American have been 
abused greatly, resulting in many 
lost job opportunities for Ameri-
can workers,” a senior administra-
tion offi  cial said. “Similarly, the 
Hire American rules that govern 
many of our visa and guest worker 
policies have gone unenforced 
or have been abused to the point 
of rendered, in some cases, even 
inoperative.”
Th e H-1B visa system is widely 
criticized for how it awards the vi-
sas. Currently, the H-1B is awarded 
through a lottery system, which 
awards the visa at random with-
out looking at each candidate’s 
qualifi cations.
According to the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, 
65,000 H-1B visas are awarded 
through the lottery each fi scal year. 
Th is excludes the fi rst 20,000 appli-
cations “fi led on behalf of benefi -
ciaries with a U.S. master’s degree 
or higher.” Applicants who are pe-
titioned for or work in higher edu-
cation institutions, government re-
search organizations and nonprofi t 
research organizations are also ex-
cluded from the quota.
According to USCIS, the num-
ber of petitions received in 2015 
increased by 9 percent to 348,669. 
Of the approved applicants, 66 
percent worked in computer-re-
lated fi elds with a median salary 
of $79,000.
Although the senior adminis-
tration offi  cial cites the argument 
that H-1B visa employees receive 
lower salaries than U.S. workers, 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics states 
that in 2016, workers hired in com-
puter and information technolo-
gies jobs received a median salary 
of $82,860.
As for the qualifi cations break-
down, 45 percent of approved ap-
plicants held a bachelor’s degree, 
44 percent held a master’s degree, 7 
percent held a doctorate and 3 per-
cent had a professional degree.
“Right now the lottery system 
disadvantages master’s degree 
holders,” the senior administration 
offi  cial said. “Th ere’s ways that you 
could adjust the lottery system to 
give master’s degree holders a bet-
ter chance of getting H1Bs relative 
to bachelor’s degree holders.”
In order to encourage employ-
ers to hire U.S. workers, the ad-
ministration wants to increase the 
minimum salary required for H-1B 
applicants. Th is, the administration 
reasons, would deter employers 
who look for workers overseas to 
save money.
However, for the start-up com-
panies who want to hire experts 
overseas, the executive order may 
make it harder for those companies 
to expand.
One way to improve the system 
would be to switch from a lottery-
based system to a merit-based 
system, where government em-
ployees would award the H-1B to 
applicants with highest qualifi ca-
tions. However, this solution would 
require additional manpower and 
signifi cant investment.
Th e executive order and the 
media briefi ng suggest that more 
changes are to come for the H-1B 
visa. In this case, it is diffi  cult to 
speculate how skilled foreign work-
ers will be aff ected in the long run.
Trump’s executive order, focused on H-1B workers, may benefi t large technology companies that hire high-skilled workers.
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Didi Chuxing, a ride-hailing 
company similar to the American 
ride-sharing companies Lyft and 
Uber, has recently raised more than 
$5.5 billion from investors in its lat-
est round of funding. Th is record 
amount of funding will help the 
company expand out of China and 
into international markets. It will 
also allow Didi to invest in emerg-
ing technologies like automated 
driving and compete with technol-
ogy companies currently develop-
ing self-driving technology like Al-
phabet Inc., Apple Inc., Tesla Inc. 
and Uber Technologies Inc.
Didi is one of China’s most 
funded private companies, with 
funding from state agencies in Chi-
na and venture capital fi rms based 
worldwide. Th e list also includes 
Tencent Holdings Limited, a Chi-
nese investment holding company 
whose subsidiaries provide many 
diff erent services in various indus-
tries in China. Th e company is also 
one of the largest internet compa-
nies worldwide by revenue.
According to TechCrunch, 
sources close to the company dis-
closed that the recent investing 
round raised Didi’s valuation to 
over $50 billion, which is up from 
its previous valuation of $34 bil-
lion. A number of new investors 
have joined the funding pool, in-
cluding Apple, which has invested 
$1 billion in the company. Th is 
new valuation places Didi as the 
world’s most valuable startup after 
Uber, which, as of press time, has 
an estimated valuation of around 
$68 billion.
Cheng Wei, 33, founded Didi 
Chuxing and is currently the com-
pany’s CEO. Cheng founded Didi 
fi ve years ago, after leaving Aliba-
ba, a Chinese online marketplace 
company, as a salesman. He and 
a number of his ex-Alibaba col-
leagues started the company with 
capital from an Alibaba executive 
who supported Cheng, and initially 
started the ride-hailing service in 
Shenzhen. Cheng competed with 
other ride-sharing services pres-
ent in China by trying to be avail-
able when other ride-sharing ser-
vices were not, spending money 
on discounts and giving subsidies 
to customers in an attempt to get 
more daily orders of the service. 
Th e company has also been active 
through the direct acquisition of 
some rival taxi-hailing companies.
“By the time we were actually 
about to launch the service, about 
30 companies emerged at the same 
time,” Cheng stated according to 
Bloomberg. “Th ere were diff erent 
models. Some companies were 
much more powerful than us.”
China is a market many Wall 
Street investors and companies see 
as pivotal because of its large, in-
creasing middle-class population. 
Th is new middle class is receiving 
more discretionary income than 
ever before, which fi rms hope will 
encourage more spending. It rep-
resents untapped growth potential 
for companies that can secure a 
foothold in the country. However, it 
is also notorious as an impenetra-
ble market. Many U.S. and foreign 
companies have tried and failed in 
China. Amazon, eBay, Microsoft 
and Yahoo have all struggled in 
China’s internet market.
When Uber tried to establish 
itself in the ride-sharing market 
within China, it directly competed 
with Didi. Didi is informally known 
as the “Uber Killer” because it 
forced the company out of China. 
In 2016, Uber agreed to a deal with 
Didi in which Didi would buy out 
Uber’s China division. Th is agree-
ment granted Uber a 17.5 percent 
stake in Didi, along with $1 bil-
lion in cash, according to Bloom-
berg. After buying Uber’s China 
division, Didi became the leader in 
ride-sharing applications in China, 
valuing the company at $35 billion. 
Th e deal was proposed because 
in China, Uber found it diffi  cult to 
stay profi table. 
According to Bloomberg, Uber 
lost $2 billion in the past two years 
in its attempt to battle Didi through 
massive subsidies granted to its 
customers in the form of free rides. 
Th e two companies continued this 
battle using money they raised 
from investors: Baidu Inc. for Uber 
and Alibaba, Tencent, Japan’s Soft-
Bank Group Corp. and others for 
Didi. However, Didi proved to be 
the more resilient opponent. Some 
of Didi’s backers included a few of 
China’s largest government institu-
tions, while Uber’s investors, see-
ing how much money was spent by 
the company in China to fi ght Didi, 
called for a truce.
Uber is already profi table in 
the United States and Canada, but 
has sustained losses in develop-
ing markets, which weakened the 
company’s public image among 
investors.
Ultimately, the deal was a boon 
for Uber. Not only was Uber los-
ing capital that could have been 
used in other ventures, but those 
losses would have made investors 
cautious about the company, and 
would have made it diffi  cult to roll 
out an initial public off ering. Now 
that Uber is out of China, it can fo-
cus on other markets abroad. With 
an almost 20 percent stake in the 
largest Chinese ride-sharing app 
in the country, Uber also has a po-
tentially lucrative investment. Uber 
CEO Travis Kalanick was also grant-
ed a chair on Didi’s board as part of 
the deal.
Compared to Uber, Didi allows 
for much more than sharing cabs. 
Th e smartphone application can 
be used to hail and pay for taxis, 
private cars, limousines and com-
muter buses. Didi has expanded to 
more than 400 Chinese cities in un-
der four years. According to Cheng, 
about 80 percent of taxi drivers use 
Didi to fi nd customers.
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Didi Chuxing is now the world’s most valuable startup after Uber, which is currently valued at around $68 billion.
BY YESENIA BARRIOS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
After speaking to Mexican 
President Enrique Pena Nieto 
and Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau, President Donald 
Trump said he will not be pulling 
the United States out of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. 
Instead, he will negotiate with 
Mexico and Canada to make NAF-
TA’s terms more benefi cial for the 
United States.
During his presidential cam-
paign, Trump promised to pull 
the United States out of NAFTA 
unless “some very big changes” 
were made, describing the cur-
rent agreement as “very, very 
bad” for the country’s companies 
and workers. NAFTA was put into 
place in 1994, eliminating most 
tariff s on goods traded among the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada 
and  starting the process of reduc-
ing trade regulations. Th is trade 
agreement established an impor-
tant trade bloc among these three 
countries, deeply connecting their 
economies. If the United States 
were to leave NAFTA, each coun-
try’s respective economy would 
be negatively aff ected. According 
to Th e New York Times, after it was 
discovered that the White House 
had drafted an executive order 
meant to withdraw the United 
States from NAFTA, the Mexican 
peso decreased by more than 2 
percent and the Canadian dollar 
fell by about 0.3 percent.
While Trump has not made 
explicit what terms he wants in 
NAFTA’s renegotiation, he con-
stantly says that he wants the 
United States to benefi t more. Th is 
includes the creation of more jobs, 
which Trump believes NAFTA 
has taken from the United States. 
However, experts claim that NAF-
TA has not aff ected jobs in the 
United States. Rather, it has given 
an advantage to U.S. manufactur-
ers and reduced competition in 
low paying countries in Asia. In 
the two decades following NAF-
TA’s signing, both the volume of 
trade and the production of goods 
have multiplied.
Trump’s top advisors have ex-
pressed diff ering opinions about 
renegotiating NAFTA. Stephen K. 
Bannon and Peter Navano want 
to take a stronger approach on 
trade policy, while another group 
that includes Gary D. Cohn wants 
to take a more cautious approach 
to prevent any economic disrup-
tions. Trump has already with-
drawn the United States from the 
Trans-Pacifi c Partnership, or TPP, 
as one of his fi rst executive orders 
as president. Th e TPP, a deal nego-
tiated by the Obama administra-
tion, was a much broader agree-
ment meant to replace NAFTA.
If Trump ultimately decides to 
withdraw the United States from 
NAFTA, four major industries 
will be greatly aff ected: the auto-
mobile, apparel, agricultural and 
medical device industries. Accord-
ing to Th e Times, the automobile 
industry is a major employer in 
all three nations, with Mexico and 
Canada relying on auto-making 
for tens of thousands of jobs. Th e 
exporting and importing of auto 
parts among all three countries 
are worth billions of dollars. If 
auto-manufacturing in Mexico 
is disrupted, the cost for manu-
facturers in the United States will 
increase, making it less competi-
tive. Th erefore, manufacturers will 
most likely move production to 
cheaper countries like China and 
India. According to Th e Times, it is 
estimated that the cost of a pick-
up truck will increase by $3,000 
in states like Michigan due to the 
large concentration of vehicle pro-
duction in the area.
Last year, U.S. textile produc-
ers shipped more than $11 billion 
in goods to Mexico and Canada. If 
the United States left NAFTA, there 
would be an increase on tariff s for 
these goods, which would impact 
U.S. exports to these countries. 
Many jobs involving the apparel 
industry will be aff ected, such as 
retail and shipping. Th e agricul-
tural industry is also reliant on the 
terms set by NAFTA. For example, 
the United States exports large 
amounts of corn to Mexico, and 
many Mexican goods are exported 
to Canada and the United States.
Without NAFTA, Mexico could 
impose a 37 percent tariff  on corn, 
and the United States could im-
pose tariff s on Mexican goods.
According to Th e Times, the 
United States imports around 30 
percent of its medical devices and 
supplies, with Mexico as a leading 
supplier. Several U.S. companies 
have also established their facto-
ries in Mexico. If Trump wanted 
to move jobs in this industry back 
to the United States, he must fi rst 
have the Food and Drug Admin-
istration approve a numerous 
amount of changes in medical fac-
tories.
Renegotiating NAFTA will also 
be an arduous process. First, Con-
gress has to be given notice before 
they are given a 90-day wait period 
to review the Trump administra-
tion’s plans. Trump’s administra-
tion will have to put together a 
detailed proposal stating what it 
aims to change. He will then have 
to meet with Congress and pro-
vide an analysis on what economic 
changes the proposal will bring. 
All of this must occur before any 
policy changes are enacted.
John Cornyn, a Republican 
Senator from Texas and the cur-
rent senate majority whip,  said the 
following in regards to Trump’s 
original plan to withdraw from 
NAFTA, “We can’t get a divorce, 




Th e Federal Communications 
Commission, created by the federal 
government, regulates interstate 
communications through various 
telecommunication methods.
Recently, Ajit Pai, the chairman 
of the FCC, defi ned his future plan 
to reduce government regulations 
meant to keep high-speed inter-
net providers in check, otherwise 
known as net neutrality. He states 
that the reasoning behind this de-
cision is the belief that high-speed 
internet service should not be 
treated as a public utility with rules, 
like other businesses that provide 
essentials to the public at large, 
including electricity, natural gas, 
telephone service and water.
Net neutrality refers to the idea 
that the internet should be open 
and equal for everyone. To guaran-
tee this, regulations were enacted 
that prevent internet service pro-
viders from giving privilege to com-
panies willing to pay over compa-
nies that are not willing. For exam-
ple, Comcast Corp. might increase 
data speed transfers for a popular 
website that pays the company 
over a smaller website that cannot 
or will not. Th ese rules, which gov-
ern telecommunications, cable and 
broadcasting companies, are bad 
for business, Pai argues.
Referring to his issues with the 
regulations approved in favor of 
net neutrality, he said, “It’s basic 
economics. Th e more heavily you 
regulate something, the less of it 
you’re likely to get.”
Pai, however, faces stiff  compe-
tition from those who support the 
regulations enforcing net neutral-
ity, including both consumers and 
technology companies.
 Pai’s plan stands in stark con-
trast to the actions taken by the 
FCC under former President 
Obama’s administration. In 2015, 
a federal court backed the FCC’s 
rules meant to uphold net neutral-
ity, and ensure that high-speed in-
ternet service was to be defi ned as a 
utility instead of a luxury, an essen-
tial service that should be available 
to the public.
Th is push for an open internet 
was led by Pai’s predecessor, for-
mer FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler. 
Th e federal court’s affi  rmation of 
his policies in 2015 was a turning 
point in the struggle between tele-
communications companies and 
the government agencies attempts 
at regulating them.
According to an article from 
Th e New York Times, Wheeler said, 
“After a decade of debate and legal 
battles, today’s ruling affi  rms the 
commission’s ability to enforce the 
strongest possible internet protec-
tions—both on fi xed and mobile 
networks—that will ensure the in-
ternet remains open, now and in 
the future.”
In this case, a large emphasis 
was put on the internet as an es-
sential platform for users, acting 
as both a means of communica-
tion and information gathering. As 
reported by Th e Times, two judges 
who wrote the opinion in favor of 
the FCC’s regulations shared their 
thoughts on the importance of the 
internet in a consumer’s everyday 
life. One of them said, “Over the 
past two decades, this content has 
transformed nearly every aspect 
of our lives, from profound actions 
like choosing a leader, building a 
career, and falling in love to more 
quotidian ones like hailing a cab 
and watching a movie.”
Th is decision by the courts led 
to stricter oversight of broadband 
providers and, subsequently, bet-
ter protections for internet users. 
Without net neutrality, an internet 
service provider would be able to 
block content, like access to a web-
site. One would have to pay money 
to visit certain sites, similar to how 
one might pay for premium chan-
nels on cable television. Th e inter-
net service providers can even de-
liver content on the web, like pic-
tures and video, at a much slower 
speed, and charge websites a pre-
mium so they acn deliver a faster 
experience to their consumers. It 
would be a repudiation of the idea 
of net neutrality, of full and equal 
access to everything online.
Larger companies with a huge 
internet presence, like Amazon, 
Facebook and Netfl ix, would ben-
efi t enormously, as they have the 
funds to meet the demands of in-
ternet service providers. Consum-
ers would leave slower websites 
that cannot aff ord to pay, and in-
stead use the websites owned by 
these wealthier companies. Th is 
would serve to fragment the inter-
net into even smaller sections. An 
internet service provider would act 
as a gatekeeper between consum-
ers and content, ultimately deter-
mining what consumers can and 
cannot access. Net neutrality would 
eventually deter consumers from 
using certain websites because of 
their slower content delivery speed 
when compared to larger sites.
Pai has said that he supported 
the idea of net neutrality, but be-
lieves that the regulations were 
overreaching. His stated goal of 
lessening the U.S. government’s 
regulations would leave the tele-
communications industry to su-
pervise itself. If undone, it would be 
profi table for companies within the 
industry, but critics have argued 
that it would hold consumers to the 
whim of their telecommunications 
companies.
Telecom and cable companies 
have supported Pai’s recent an-
nouncement.
According to Th e Times, Randall 
L. Stephenson, AT&T’s CEO, stated, 
“We applaud FCC Chairman Pai’s 
initiative to remove this stifl ing 
regulatory cloud over the internet.” 
Th ey claim that government regu-
lation hampers their business, and 
makes them unwilling to invest in 
their broadband networks.
Technology companies, start-
ups and investors have largely held 
the opposing view, that net neu-
trality should be enforced and that 
the internet should be an open and 
equal utility for everyone.
A letter sent by a group, orga-
nized by Silicon Valley incubator 
Y Combinator and San Francisco 
policy advocacy group Engine, pro-
tested Pai’s plans to get rid of the 
regulations that enforce net neu-
trality. In the past, large technology 
fi rms, like Facebook, Google and 
Netfl ix, have been ardent support-
ers of the concept. Although they 
will also benefi t from the removal 
of net neutrality, it appears that 
these companies will fi ght against 
the proposals suggested by compa-
nies such as AT&T, Comcast, Veri-
zon.
FCC proposes plan to reduce rules governing net neutrality
President Trump decides to renegotiate NAFTA for United States
Trump has reconsidered his stance to leave NAFTA after a discussion with Canadian and Mexican leaders on Wednesday, April 26. 
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FCC Chairman Pai recently outlined his plan to reduce the federal government ‘s regulations of high-speed internet providers. 
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BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
It can be diffi  cult to write an 
honest refl ection of “13 Reasons 
Why” without bringing in personal 
anecdotes and irrelevant details. 
Although the viewer’s reaction to 
the show in conjunction with his or 
her own personal experience is un-
doubtedly important to the show’s 
success, “13 Reasons Why” also 
succeeds because it emblematizes 
and presents signifi cant and taboo 
social issues.
Th e popular Netfl ix original 
embraces drama from the get-go, 
lending an ominous tone when its 
opening narration immediately 
dictates the story of Hannah Baker, 
a girl who commits suicide. She is 
played by Katherine Langford.
Based on the best-selling novel 
by Jay Asher, the television adap-
tation is pioneered by producer 
Selena Gomez, who undertook the 
project in order to start necessary 
conversations, she said.
Critics say “13 Reasons Why” 
sensationalizes suicide, the domi-
nant motif within the story. Others 
believe the show—though violent 
and triggering—may be instru-
mental in the construction of posi-
tive and preventative discourse 
on topics such as bullying, rape 
and suicide.
Due to its skyrocketing popu-
larity, the show removes a trauma-
tized person’s right to a safe space. 
“13 Reasons Why” gained immense 
traction in the world of social me-
dia and popular culture and has 
found its way into every personal 
space. Select Tumblr users even 
specifi ed time frames that advise 
particularly vulnerable viewers on 
the scenes to avoid, if possible.
Critics do have a point, and 
their opinions should be acknowl-
edged without being ascribed the 
“too sensitive” label. “13 Reasons 
Why” shows devastating scenes 
of rape, suicide and violence in 
graphic detail.
A warning goes off  at the start of 
any particularly gruesome episode, 
but because the show became so 
widely circulated so quickly, dis-
cussions about its content have be-
come unavoidable.
Spoilers addressing the fan 
base’s blatant anger with a specifi c 
character named Bryce Walker 
circulated popular social media 
platforms, like Facebook, just a day 
after Netfl ix released the show. Al-
though viewers know of Baker’s 
suicide from the start, fans exacer-
bate the scenario by contributing 
to widely circulating public forums. 
Th e show generated so much 
popularity that its eff ects became 
inescapable, even among those 
who barely use social media.
Th e show loses its air of sym-
pathy by depicting high school 
students who are not relatable—at 
least not to students who attend 
high school in a big city. Th ese stu-
dents have exaggeratedly dramatic 
lives that seesaw between two ex-
tremes: thrilling and dismal. No 
student seems to face a “normal” 
day. To many, that aspect is simply 
part of the appeal.
To other, more vulnerable view-
ers who have overcome stigma-
tized challenges like bullying, de-
pression and sexual assault or ha-
rassment, the eff ect is much more 
amplifi ed.
Even viewers who have not 
necessarily experienced extreme 
circumstances like those depicted 
in the show can feel aff ected and 
disturbed by the scenes.
While this show encourages 
discourse about otherwise avoided 
topics, there are ultimately better 
and friendlier ways of sparking this 
conversation.
“13 Reasons Why” aims to spark 
discourse by further disturbing its 
already traumatized audience and 
depicting cruel scenes of torture 
and disrespect for humanity.
It is not necessary to demon-
strate how Baker’s eyes dull of light 
when Walker rapes her in a hot 
tub. Viewers do not need to be per-
petually reminded of Jessica Davis’ 
whimpers when she is brought to 
consciousness during her rape. Th e 
audience can do without watching 
Clay Jensen’s face become blood-
ied, brutalized and clotted.
All of these nuances simply 
build eff ect and it appears that the 
show merely aims to profi t off  the 
attraction it builds.
Th e directors and producers de-
serve to be commended for setting 
up well for the second season; the 
plot spurred questions and brought 
up a subplot that will entice viewers 
once again.
However, the show does not 
warrant a continuation because 
the fi rst season already shocked 
and disturbed its audience and 
all questions could have been 
addressed.
Adding a second season makes 
the trials of the fi rst season entirely 
one-dimensional, as if they are just 
spectacles rather than challenges 
that exist in real life and steal the 
lives of many. Adding a second 
season makes a mockery out of 
the fi rst by delineating from the 
actual issue.
Adding a second season, in-
stead, reveals that the producers 
of the show care about needlessly 
continuing the story, perhaps in or-
der to make more money.
Arts & Style
MAY 8, 2017PAGE 12 I THE TICKER ARTS & STYLE
‘13 Reasons Why' sparks conversation regarding teen suicide
Langford portays Baker, a teenage girl who records the traumatic experiences that lead to her taking her own life.
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Dystopian thriller The Circle explores life in world of social media
For as long as humankind 
has been inventing and expand-
ing, people have been nagged 
by an overwhelming fear of hu-
bris. Th e myth of Icarus looms 
large as fears have arisen for Y2K, 
fears of singularity and of various 
forms of technology taking over to 
cause harm.
Th e Circle points this lens at a 
futuristic dystopian world addicted 
to an ubiquitous network of the 
same name.
Th e world of the fi lm is intro-
duced through the experiences of 
protagonist Mae Holland, played 
by Emma Watson, as she begins 
a desirable job at the aforemen-
tioned social media and technol-
ogy company.
Th e company utilizes a system 
called TruYou to verify the identi-
ties of its users. One passage from 
the source material, a book by Dave 
Eggers, says, “Th e era of false iden-
tities, identify theft, multiple user 
names, complicated passwords 
and payment systems was over.”
Th e company is made to be a 
utopian fi x to the faults of the inter-
net. Hacking, hiding behind screen 
names and anonymously posting 
cruelty is all taken care of.
One fault that has been pointed 
out about this fi lm is its ill-timed 
nature. Film critic Hubert Vigilla 
writes on Twitter, “Th e Circle is 
a 2017 techno-dystopian thriller 
adapted from a novel published in 
2013 that feels like it would have 
been timely in 2006.”
With social media and the in-
ternet as widely dispersed and 
non-monopolized as they are, the 
idea of a single conglomerate tak-
ing over all technology needs is not 
quite so feasible. Th e cautionary 
tale that Th e Circle intends to im-
part is weakened as a result of its 
unlikelihood.
Once Holland joins the compa-
ny, she is sucked into a Silicon Val-
ley lifestyle under founder Eamon 
Bailey, portrayed by Tom Hanks. 
Bailey is a not-so-subtle fi gure rem-
iniscent of Steve Jobs.
Th e company has optional fun 
time that does not feel optional 
and places profi les over work in 
terms of importance. Employees 
excitedly gather to hear all new an-
nouncements from Bailey and the 
culture drags Holland in further 
and further.
As Holland starts using the so-
cial media more, the fi lm eff ectively 
creates the feeling of a party in Jay 
Gatsby’s house, with “introduc-
tions forgotten on the spot and en-
thusiastic meetings between wom-
en who never knew each other’s 
names.” Holland walks by people 
who say hello or briefl y note her 
passing, but no lasting connections 
are made.
Unfortunately, those connec-
tions that are meant to be strong 
and meaningful do not match up 
to create contrast. Th ere is John 
Boyega as Ty, the creator of TruYou 
and general face of disapproval. He 
watches Holland get sucked into 
the world of Th e Circle but never 
really tells her off .
Ellar Coltrane as Mercer does 
direct verbal disagreement to-
ward her, but the only alterna-
tive he has in mind is a complete 
separation from technology. Th ese 
relationships end up only feel-
ing like potentials, not like real 
connections.
Th e fi lm begins to hit its stride 
in its second half. Due to an ill-con-
ceived incident, Holland agrees to 
become fully transparent in her life, 
with a camera on her shirt record-
ing and broadcasting her entire life. 
Details of how she gets dressed 
or goes to the bathroom with-
out showing herself to the world 
are scant.
Plenty may be quick to make a 
comparison to Th e Truman Show, 
but the latter half of Th e Circle is 
more exhibitionist than it is voy-
euristic. With Holland’s awareness 
of the cameras, the relationship be-
tween her and those watching be-
comes more bidirectional.
Th e best part of the fi lm is the 
inclusion of on-screen depic-
tions of commentary on Holland’s 
livestream.
Holland has a friendship with 
a young woman who previously 
worked at Th e Circle, Annie. She 
helped arrange the job connection 
in the fi rst place.
Annie’s health begins to dete-
riorate as she overworks herself, 
though the exact circumstances 
are unclear.
Th is seems to be the overall fault 
of the fi lm—assumptions are made 
as to the understandings viewers 
will have about relationships and 
events. Th ere are large gaps that 
must be fi lled in by guesswork, 
breaking up the narrative.
Th e language of the fi lm clearly 
communicates a negativity to-
ward all that comes out of Th e 
Circle. Th ere is something ominous 
about transparency and getting 
rid of secrets. At some points this 
is warranted and at others it feels 
contrived.
More than anything, Th e Circle 
decries technological advances 
without pointing out why they are 
problematic. Making sweeping 
generalizations about technology 
does not contribute to social com-
mentary—it dilutes it.
Th e Circle is enjoyable, but deep-
ly fl awed. It intrigues and draws in, 
but the frosting hides something of 
an empty cake. Th ough lack of in-
formation can improve the stoicism 
and mystery of fi lms like Drive or 
A Fistful of Dollars, this fi lm gains 
nothing from that which is missing. 
Th e fi lm’s unlikelihood weakens 
its role as a cautionary tale and the 
broadness of its caution just sounds 
like a burst of general exasperation.
REEL REVIEWS
BENJAMIN WALLIN
Watson plays Holland, an employee at The Circle, an internet company responsible for tracking people and their identities.
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Just the way that January and 
February are considered the 
awards season for fi lms, May and 
June are seen as the awards season 
for U.S. theater. On April 27, the 
nominees for this year’s Drama 
Desk Awards were announced at 
the famous cabaret club, Fein-
stein’s/54 Below.
Th e Drama Desk Awards, 
which are presented annually, 
honor outstanding achievements 
by professional theater creators 
on Broadway, off -Broadway and 
off -off -Broadway. Just like the 
Golden Globes, these awards are 
voted on by the press—critics, 
journalists, editors and publishers 
covering theater.
Almost immediately after the 
opening of the last show of the sea-
son, the Drama Desk Awards kick 
off  the competition with various 
theatrical recognitions, which re-
sult in the catharsis known as the 
Tony Awards—the highest theatri-
cal honor.
Th is season’s most celebrated 
nominee is the grandiose produc-
tion of the classic Hello, Dolly!, 
which leads the parade with an 
impressive 10 nominations, in-
cluding Outstanding Revival of a 
Musical and Outstanding Actress 
in a Musical for the one and only 
Bette Midler.
Original musicals Anastasia 
and Come from Away have nine 
nominations each, including Out-
standing Musical for both. 
Celebrated and critically ap-
praised off -Broadway shows 
include the revival of Eugene 
O’Neill’s Th e Hairy Ape, which has 
eight nominations. Th e Atlantic 
Th eater Company’s production 
of Th e Band’s Visit and Stephen 
Sondheim’s Sweeney Todd: Th e 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street each 
have seven nominations.
Th e contenders for Outstand-
ing Play include A Life by Adam 
Bock, Roundabout Th eatre Com-
pany’s If I Forget by Steven Lev-
enson, Indecent by Paula Vogel, 
Lincoln Center’s Oslo by J. T. Rog-
ers and, fi nally, Sweat by Lynn 
Nottage, which is the frontrunner. 
Sweat, a play about blue-collar 
workers in Pennsylvania, was pro-
duced by the Public Th eater before 
a successful transfer to Broadway.
One of the most prominent 
contenders this season is Man-
hattan Th eatre’s revival of Lillian 
Hellman’s Th e Little Foxes, which 
is nominated for Outstanding Re-
vival of a Play.
Th is production has attracted 
attention for its unorthodox cast-
ing—the leading ladies Laura Lin-
ney and Cynthia Nixon alternate 
their roles every night. Both were 
nominated for Best Actress and 
Best Featured Actress in a Play, re-
spectively.
Th e most exciting category this 
season is for the Best Actress in a 
Musical. Besides Midler, the com-
petitors include Christy Altomare 
for Anastasia, Sutton Foster for 
an off -Broadway revival of Sweet 
Charity, Laura Osnes for Band-
stand, as well as two-time Tony 
award winners Patti LuPone and 
Christine Ebersole for War Paint—
an original musical about the cos-
metic industry.
Th e awards ceremony, hosted 
this year by Michael Urie from 
Buyer & Cellar, will take place on 
June 4 at New York’s Town Hall. 
With so much competition this 
year, the Drama Desk Awards 
promise to be worthy of attention. 
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T
he awards ceremony was full of expletives accompanied by pointed announcements that “this is…New York!” As a staple 
of the New York culture, the 16th Annual Tribeca Film Festival was curated around the very nature for which New York 
stands. Th e festival screens fi lms from around the world. Th is year, the selection told diverse stories that ranged from the 
points of view of Amazonian villagers and an American schizophrenic to Israeli souvenir hawkers. Launched after the attacks 
of Sept. 11, the festival was an attempt to keep culture on the Lower East Side of Manhattan, an aim it still strives to achieve.
Th is year, the festival ran from April 19-30, screening both feature fi lms and short fi lms. Th ese were divided between narra-
tives, which are generally fi ctional fi lms, and documentaries.
Some narratives crossed conventional boundaries. In these cases, the original intention was to capture a documentary, but 
the end product was something else completely.
Along with these, the festival off ered “Tribeca Talks” with conversations and talks from directors like Jon Favreau or Noah 
Baumbach and fi gures like Tom Hanks or Kobe Bryant. In Baumbach’s talk, the di-
rector addressed aspects of his own career, including an upcoming Netfl ix fi lm with 
his fellow conversant, Dustin Hoff man. Th e two also answered questions from the 
audience, discussing the idea of sticking to the script.
As part of an attempt to grow beyond the conventional medium of fi lm, Tribeca 
off ered virtual reality experiences and a night of Snapchat short fi lms, each medium 
utilizing its unique format to tell an individual story. All events were available to 
ticket-buying members of the public, with special discounts available to students.
While most fi lms premiered in 2017, some older fi lms were screened as well. At 
the closing of the festival, Tribeca screened Th e Godfather and Th e Godfather: Part 2, 
with a cast reunion afterward. Th e previous night saw a 25th anniversary screening 
of Reservoir Dogs on director Quentin Tarantino’s personal 35 mm print. Disney’s 
Aladdin also celebrated its 25th anniversary with a screening.
Th e festival off ers participants a chance to fi nd unique experiences and discover 
unheard voices. Members of each fi lm’s creative team were ready to talk about their 
fi lm, hoping to increase its popularity Th e festival’s innovations show the potential 
for growth in the art of cinema. Additionally, the festival is simply an opportunity to 
sit down, relax and enjoy a great fi lm.
What is the Tribeca Film Festival?
RECOMMEND:
Th e Wedding Plan: A rewarding fi lm, 
but the audience has to understand 
the cultural background.
Keep the Change: A compelling fi lm 
that shifts one’s perspective.
Rock ’N Roll: A fi lm with an unexpect-
ed ending, in more ways than one.
Ice Mother: A fi lm that is both inspiring 
and endearing.
When God Sleeps: A fi lm that is charac-
terized by artistic conviction.
Flower: A bizarre yet humorous fi lm.
DO NOT RECOMMEND:
Th e Boy Downstairs: A basic and frus-
tratingly constructed fi lm.
Nobody’s Watching: A fi lm without a 
resolution.
Love to Love: A fi lm with only one 
good scene.
W
hile the Tribeca Film Festi-
val revolves around the big 
screen, one event largely 
revolved around the fi lmmaker's cell-
phone. Five competing videos, all 
shot in portrait mode using only the 
tools that come with Snapchat, were 
screened at the festival. Th e fi lms in 
question were Live Colorfully, Magic 
Show, Th e Notebook Snapstory, Owen 
Wilson Dates Himself and Puppy Love. 
Each was less than two minutes long.
Owen Wilson Dates Himself and Th e 
Notebook Snapstory were the funniest 
of the fi ve. Th e former utilized impres-
sions and fake noses, while the latter 
used references and face swapping.
Magic Show has vintage charm and 
Puppy Love is done reasonably well, 
with a story that feels a bit trite. Of 
the group, Live Colorfully feels most 
like an advertisement, highlighting 
the uses of Spectacles, the wearable 
Snapchat glasses.
Th e event showcases the fi lmmak-
ers' ability to make do with less. Doug 
Larlham said that he created and sub-
mitted Puppy Love within the last day 
of the deadline. For Owen Wilson Dates 
Himself, Anna Roisman had to synchro-
nize background music without the op-
tion of editing it in post-production.
Th e potential to create art through 
social media is exciting, and it will be 
important to watch how this expands 
in the coming years.
The Founders Award for Best Nar-
rative Feature
Keep the Change 
The Best International Narrative 
Feature






Odd is an Egg 
Best Documentary Short
Th e Good Fight 
Storyscapes Award
TREEHUGGER: WAWONA
Tribeca Snapchat Short award
Magic Show
Snapchat Shorts
Lemon: Th is fi lm is for those who have 
hidden their true selves. It is exceeding-
ly strange, but off ers a fun ride.
Again: Nice in concept, but after Me-
mento, it has nothing new to add.
Curpigeon: Th e fi lm off ers a sweet 
story, and the animation quality is very 
Pixar-esque.
Silo: edge of the real world: Th is 
fi lm off ers a unique perspective of an 
unknown issue. Th e content is dwarfed 
by style.
Big City: Th e fi lm is sweet and endear-
ing, showing the kind of human con-
nection that is hard not to love.
Don’t Mess With Julie Whitfield: 
Absolutely bonkers. Th e fi lm plays with 
the extremes of calmness and craziness. 
The Escape: Th e Escape is very much 
like Inception, yet it is unique to itself. It 
is cinematic, dark and needs to be care-
fully watched.
The Foster Portfolio: Visually as-
sured, with a strong production design.
Second to None: Off ers a spy versus 
spy plot with a distinct twist. It pairs un-
comfortable gore with dark humor.
Dear Basketball: Perfectly suited ani-
mation style. It is a deeply personal fi lm 
with a narrative of passion and ambition. 
Escape: Off ers a mix of skilled anima-
tion, a too-short story and a question-
able choice of music.
Shorts on Shorts
A
s part of its foray into non-traditional storytelling media, the Tribeca Film Festival included a section entitled "Im-
mersive," which centered on virtual reality and other forms of storytelling. Th ese included a fi lm shown in 360 degrees, 
utilizing projection onto a physical globe, and a colorblind experience using intense lights and the participant painting 
with watercolors.
Th e VR experience Hallelujah is a musical performance of the late Leonard Cohen’s song of the same name. With multiple 
versions of the same performer staring at and surrounding the viewer, there is some degree of discomfort, but the grand fi nale 
is worth the wait. Remember: Remember tells a story of memory and aliens, which, while weak in construction, off ers the po-
tential of personal connection to such experiences. Two of the most signifi cant ex-
periences were TREEHUGGER: WAWONA and Blackout. Th e former incorporates 
sight, touch, smell and sound in a wholly immersive experience, watching water 
rise through a sequoia tree. Th e change from the physical appearance of an actual 
tree to abstract swirls of dots and ribbons is absolutely stunning. 
Blackout is a powerfully human experience of being stuck on the subway. As the 
participant walks around a physical subway set, complete with bars and benches, 
he or she sees brushstroke people and hears their stories. Th eir monologues, some 
of which were recorded over the course of the festival, are deeply moving.
Th e fl aws of VR lay mainly in accessibility. Only so many people can go at a time 
and even if physical installations are not needed, expensive equipment is still nec-
essary. Th e visual capabilities have plenty of room for improvement, but the poten-
tial of unique storytelling is promising.
The VR Experience
Award Winners
Brief reviews of short fi lms
B
uildup needs a release and that 
is the main fl aw of Aardvark. De-
spite a promising cast, consisting 
of Jon Hamm, Zachary Quinto and Jen-
ny Slate, the fi lm drags on incessantly 
with nothing to show for it at the end.
Th ere is tension, as Quinto plays 
Josh, a man with delusions. Nobody 
will explain them, but they are there. 
His brother, played by Hamm, is an ac-
tor returning to his hometown and the 
narrative tells how they might even-
tually meet up. Slate, as a seemingly 
straight-out-of-grad-school therapist, 
is not helping anyone.
As the fi lm goes on, certain moments 
of fantasy show up in the form of Josh’s 
hallucinations with his brother dressed 
in the most elaborate costumes.
Questions of who is real and who is 
an illusion occupy viewers’ minds and 
are never answered. If a fi lm builds ten-
sion and avoids the discussion of cer-
tain topics to create mystery, there has 
to be a resolution.
Instead, Aardvark just keeps going 
until it stops. Some laughs and one 
good punchline are not nearly enough 
to save the movie.
E
very tourist knows the charac-
ters. Major cities everywhere 
have them. Th ey could be off er-
ing free rides on a double-decker tour 
bus or the option to take pictures with 
dressed-up characters. However, in 
Israel, with its holiness for Christians, 
Jews and Muslims, the tourist trap 
characters are shilling a diff erent kind 
of product.
Adam, the protagonist, realizes 
that for the Christian tourists in his 
town of Nazareth—spirituality sells. 
He gathers bottles from his father’s 
workshop and fi lls them with air from 
Mount Precipice, off ering the sale of 
one bottle of Holy Air for a euro.
Th e fi lm is a farce. Visual humor 
is well-employed and still shots are 
utilized in Wes Anderson-style gags. 
Politics invade in an uncomfortable 
manner at times, but the protagonist 
is one who is only interested in mak-
ing it from day to day, fi nding it hard 
even to admit that his wife is preg-
nant. Like in Th e Wolf of Wall Street, 
Adam states, “We are not selling air—
we are off ering a concept.” Th is Israeli 
fi lm is something special altogether.
I
ttetsu Nemoto is a Buddhist priest 
counseling suicidal people, a pas-
time that is very close to his heart. 
Th ree of his loved ones committed sui-
cide and he often wonders what drove 
them to make the decision.
Th e Departure is heavy and per-
sonal. In trying to help people avoid 
suicide, Nemoto is eff ectively killing 
himself. Th e constant stress of texts 
and phone calls is emphasized, but 
the inherent importance of the com-
munication leaves a simple notifi ca-
tion of eight missed calls as some-
thing quite powerful.
Th e documentary drips with pa-
thos. Th ere are interludes that show 
Nemoto’s son Teppei playing. Th ey all 
pay off  in a single shot from the titu-
lar ceremony, including one in which 
participants are told, “Now you’ve lost 
everything. Th is is death.”
Suicide is hard to be frank about, ev-
idenced by a scene in which a woman’s 
grandfather does not know why she is 
connected to Nemoto. Lana Wilson 
tells a story in which there seems to be 
only the possibility to try hard enough 
and hope things work out.
T
wo friends meet up, one telling 
the other, “my goal is to heal.” 
After a mysterious incident in 
the past, the two spend the summer 
together. Iris is working on her thesis, 
supporting herself by working in a ba-
gel shop. Catherine hopes to spend 
time with her so that both can recuper-
ate from their trauma.
Th e fi lm is rife with symbolic story-
telling. Iris and Catherine repeatedly 
visit the lake, the metaphorical equiva-
lent of rebirth. Th ey move across the 
screen in a visual equivalent of regres-
sion. Th e two friends also engage in 
unhealthy relationships. In a summer 
of attempted progress, there are only 
backtracking and mislaid intentions.
Th e singular fault of the fi lm lies 
in its characters. Th ey are more than 
merely unsympathetic; they prevent 
any possibility of connection.
Th e predictable central relationship 
off ers nothing but discomfort, right 
down to the creaking fl oor at the start 
of the unlikable romance. Th e symbol-
ism could easily be parsed out by a high 
school English teacher, but with noth-
ing to care for, the fi lm is unenjoyable.
Aardvark Holy Air The Departure One Percent More
T
he very nature of documentary is 
rooted in the lack of control fi lm-
makers have on what happens in 
life. Th e cuts and edits are controlled, 
but in capturing reality, they are at the 
whim of life and the people in it. In a 
documentary meant to tell a story of the 
Amazon River and the killing of its ani-
mals, the revelations that are acciden-
tally stumbled upon hijack the story.
Th e fi lm pits man against nature, not 
antagonistically, but as two options in 
a decision for whom to care. Th e liveli-
hood of villagers is lost due to the inciting 
incident that brought about the story’s 
change, and one fi gure becomes suspect 
as he begins to backtrack on his word, 
seeming sketchier at every moment.
As an examination of the power of 
images on human decisions, A River 
Below is even polarizing toward its au-
dience. It diverts from its subject mate-
rial and the main question of whether 
one man’s actions were validated 
becomes the central focus. Th ere are 
varying opinions on it and many will 
likely disagree. Th e documentary is 
strong, its turns come unexpectedly 
and any discussion afterward will 
prove to be engaging.
T
ime keeps slipping and the day 
slowly dwindles through dis-
traction and laziness. A Th ou-
sand Junkies is the story of one such 
day, when three heroin addicts drive 
all over Los Angeles, just trying to fi nd 
one hit.
Th e three characters are humorous 
and instantly lovable. Like Quentin 
Tarantino’s bank robbers in Reservoir 
Dogs, the group discusses and argues 
over what seems like minutiae, with 
the kind of dialogue that draws in 
viewers.
An extended conversation over 
the best bathroom in Los Angeles is 
of particular amusement. Th e fi lm is 
one of purposeful wandering, small in 
scope and all the better for it.
Fun and entertaining as it is, there 
is something nagging in the back-
ground of the whole fi lm. Th e three 
are looking for a hit so they can “get 
well,” as they slowly begin to develop 
withdrawal symptoms. Th e fi lm takes 
the course of a single day, but it will all 
happen again tomorrow.
As a result, the fi lm becomes some-
thing more than it appears: wander-
ing, but not aimless.
K
ing of Peking has an appre-
ciation for the classics. Even 
the classical music playing 
throughout the fi lm is used to refer-
ence the fi lms in which they appear. 
“Th us Spake Zarathustra” now be-
longs to director Stanley Kubrick. 
With a sense of humor and an aware-
ness of its characters, the fi lm is a de-
light.
Like Cinema Paradiso, it has a rela-
tionship surrounding fi lm projection. 
Th ere is something special about the 
father-son connection, the sharing of 
a passion. Th e two turn to fi lm pirat-
ing when projecting no longer turns 
a profi t. Th e father is cared for, yet 
the fi lm can deftly shift perspectives, 
highlighting what happens when 
somebody is passionate. Montage-
like moments of pure joy are well-
tempered, creating a balanced story.
King of Peking is for fi lm lovers. Its 
references and the magic of fi lm are 
deeply woven into the story. As the 
friend of any passionate cinephile 
knows, there is a need to see the per-
spective of somebody else, who might 
be more into volcanoes than they are 
into movies.
T
o relate it to Moonlight would 
feel opportunistic, to compare it 
to La La Land, a misrepresenta-
tion. Saturday Church is a movie about 
a black LGBT youth with musical ele-
ments, but the fi lm is very much its 
own thing.
Ulysses, a boy with a unique name 
repeatedly remarked upon, has started 
wearing his mother’s high heels and 
exploring his identity, only to fi nd op-
pression within his own family.
Th is is a magical fi lm in which the 
diffi  culty of being diff erent and not ac-
cepted has the necessary tragedy, while 
also off ering hope and beauty. A motif 
of fl owers comes in the form of an Aunt 
Rose and an ordinary fl ower shop, as 
well as in the sudden appearance of 
petals covering a stairway.
Impressively, the musical numbers 
are limited in their scope, staying small 
and generally tightly framed, creating 
compact bursts of emotion. Th e raising 
of themes of manhood and normality 
give this fi lm an important zeitgeist.
Th e abandonment of pure tragedy 
as an LGBT narrative is wonderful. Sat-
urday Church was a highlight of the en-
tire festival.
Saturday Church King of Peking A Thousand Junkies A River Below
BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
 
Cold weather signifi cantly in-
creases the mortality risk of people 
living in Texas, found a new study 
by Th e University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston School 
of Public Health. Th e fi ndings, pub-
lished in the journal Environmental 
Pollution, illuminate cold weath-
er’s eff ects on the southern United 
States, an area that previously had 
little data focusing on cold weather. 
According to the study, cold 
temperatures pose more signifi cant 
health risks to the elderly when 
compared to younger people, yet 
multi-city studies on cold-related 
mortality and cold wave eff ects are 
rare. As regular temperatures are 
expected to change due to climate 
change, the researchers asserted 
that understanding cold-related 
mortality would become more and 
more important.
Texas was chosen as the ideal 
place to research the eff ects of cold 
weather, as it is the largest state in 
the continental United States, and 
contains both low and high eleva-
tions as well as a vast amount of 
geographic variation.
From 1990 to 2011, researchers 
studied cold-related mortality rates 
across Texas’ 12 major metro areas 
with populations over 200,000 peo-
ple. Th ese areas are: Austin-Round 
Rock, Beaumont-Port Arthur, 
Brownsville-Harlingen, Corpus 
Christi, Dallas-Fort Worth-Arling-
ton, El Paso, Houston-Th e Wood-
lands-Sugar Land, Killeen-Temple, 
Lubbock, McAllen-Edinburg-Mis-
sion, San Antonio-New Braunfels 
and Waco. Mortality rates were 
gathered from data collected by the 
Texas Department of State Health 
Services, while weather data was 
collected from the National Cli-
mate Data Center.
Researchers discovered that 
cold weather can increase mortal-
ity risks by up to 5 percent, corre-
lating to a 1 degree Celsius drop in 
temperature. Areas that exhibited 
lower latitudes and higher winter 
temperatures saw a higher mor-
tality risk for inhabitants, and ar-
eas around the Texas Gulf Coast 
showed a higher rate of mortality 
with increased risk of 2 to 5 percent. 
While the mortality risks aff ect-
ed all age groups, the highest group 
increase was with people over 75 
years old. Th e highest mortality risk 
was seen in McAllen-Edinburg-
Mission, which also displayed the 
highest daily mean temperature.
"Cold weather can trigger cer-
tain diseases and even death be-
cause it can put extra strain on 
bodily systems such as the heart 
and circulatory systems, and the 
process of thermoregulation. With 
changing temperatures, your body 
has to adjust to maintain a stable 
body temperature," said study au-
thor Dr. Kai Zhang in a press re-
lease on how cold weather can im-
pact mortality rates.
Cold weather, reported the 
study, has been found to increase 
the likelihood of falling prey to cer-
tain medical conditions, such as 
cerebrovascular diseases, cardio-
vascular diseases, ischemic heart 
diseases and respiratory diseases.
"For those with existing heart 
and respiratory disease, they have 
to deal with additional pressure 
and thus are vulnerable to cold 
weather," said Zhang. "Th ese fi nd-
ings highlight the signifi cant im-
pact of cold weather on mortality in 
Texas and support the importance 
of prevention and interventions 
to reduce adverse health eff ects, 
particularly among vulnerable 
populations."
Along with its fi ndings, the 
study highlighted its limitations. Its 
fi rst limitation was a lack of data on 
“personal exposures” to measure 
the climate around each partici-
pant of the study, citing the diffi  -
cult logistics and the cost of doing 
so as compared to taking its data 
directly from a central weather sta-
tion in each studied area. Another 
limitation was not measuring the 
other factors that could have a role 
in Texan mortality rates aside from 
the weather. Th ese outside factors 
include: education level, housing 
quality, social economic status and 
tobacco or alcohol use. Research-
ers suggested that both of these 
limitations need to be taken into 
account and referred to by people 
who would wish to continue the 
work of the study.
However, the study also out-
lined its merits. It utilized data 
across the entire Texan population, 
not just data of elderly people, as 
previous studies have done. Th e 
study was conducted over two de-
cades, and included data from after 
the early 2000s, which other studies 
did not do. It is also the fi rst multi-
city study to cover this subject mat-
ter with over 20 years of study in the 
region in a mild winter climate.
In its conclusion, the study sug-
gested ways that a person could 
help to prevent cold weather-relat-
ed deaths and illnesses.
Keeping the body warm by 
wearing warm clothing, as well as 
staying indoors, are ways research-
ers argue a person can avoid “pre-
ventable” cold-related death and 
illness. 
Th e study also underlined how 
its fi ndings could be useful to 
policymakers to have them better 
understand cold-related mortal-
ity and craft laws to help prevent it 
from happening in the future. 
Science & Technology
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Cold weather mortality risk increases by 5 percent in Texas
The mortality risk increased by 5 percent across 12 major metro areas in Texas. The elderly were the most vulnerable.
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Th e New York Rangers have 
moved on to the second round of 
the NHL playoff s after eliminating 
the Montreal Canadiens in Game 
6 in the fi rst round, best-of-seven 
series. Th eir play in the fi rst round 
was highlighted by otherworldly 
play from goalie Henrik Lundqvist, 
a plethora of goals from several 
diff erent players and strong, hard-
hitting physicality.
After the Rangers disposed of 
the Canadiens in a rollercoaster 
six-game series, they had set their 
sights on the Ottawa Senators. Th e 
Rangers’ play in the second round 
was on par with their fi rst-round 
performance, yet they trailed the 
Senators 2-1 in what shaped up to 
be an incredibly exciting series.
Th e Blueshirts had prime op-
portunities to win every game thus 
far in the series, yet only had a sin-
gle win to boast. Th eir Achilles’ heel 
had been the late-game collapse, 
something that obviously has to 
change if they have any desire to 
play in the Eastern Conference Fi-
nals for the third time in the past 
seven years.
Led by defenseman Erik Karls-
son and goalie Craig Anderson, the 
Senators would have to prove they 
belonged in the playoff s, and they 
did so commandingly in a series 
against the Boston Bruins, whom 
they topped in six games. Th e 
Senators are a young franchise, cel-
ebrating their 25th year in the NHL, 
compared to the Rangers’ 90th. 
Th e Senators have only ad-
vanced past the second round 
twice, making an appearance in 
the Stanley Cup Finals in 2007. Th e 
Senators also faced off  against the 
Rangers in the semi-fi nals in 2012 
in an extremely heated series that 
the Rangers would eventually win.
Th eir current roster does not 
possess a lot of star talent, but is 
able to win with a bevy of young 
potential, including Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau, who scored four goals in 
the Senators’ 6-5 Game 2 double-
overtime victory.
Game 1 was held on April 27 at 
the Senators’ Canadian Tire Cen-
tre. Th e Rangers came out sluggish, 
possibly in shock from the 2,500 
empty seats in the crowd for a play-
off  game. Th e team’s star defense-
man, Ryan McDonagh, scored the 
only goal for the Blueshirts.
However, it was the Senators’ 
star defenseman, Karlsson, who 
would have the last laugh. With 
the game tied 1-1 in the third pe-
riod, Karlsson shot the puck from 
the side of the net, just to put it on 
goal. Th e puck hit Lundqvist in the 
head and bounced into the net. Th e 
freak goal would prove to be the 
game winner in the 2-1 Senators 
victory. Th e Rangers’ defense was 
porous, and the off ense struggled 
to get the puck on the net. Th e only 
constant was Lundqvist, who, as in 
almost every playoff  game, had an 
extremely strong game. With the 
win, the Blueshirts were down 1-0 
to the Senators, looking forward to 
diff erent fortune in Game 2.
Game 2, played on April 29, 
would not prove to be the low-scor-
ing goalie faceoff  most people had 
imagined. Th e Rangers’ off ense 
was hot, as they scored fi ve goals 
en route to a 5-3 third period lead 
with less than 14 minutes left in 
the game. However, as with many 
Rangers playoff  defeats, that lead 
would not be safe. Pageau netted 
two goals in the fi nal fi ve minutes 
to send the game into overtime. Th e 
matchup would eventually head 
into double overtime, with Pageau 
scoring his fourth goal of the game 
to secure the walk-off  6-5 victory for 
the Senators.
Th e Rangers were stunned, as 
fi ve goals in a playoff  game with 
Lundqvist guarding the net should 
spell certain victory. Th eir anemic 
defense was unable to help their 
star goalie at the end of the game. 
Th e Rangers were suddenly in a 
2-0 hole, heading back home for 
two games.
Th e Rangers had the worst home 
record of all the playoff  teams in the 
league, fi nishing 21-16-4 at Madi-
son Square Garden. Th ey did, how-
ever, win two of three games at “Th e 
World’s Most Famous Arena” in the 
series against the Canadiens, in-
cluding the series-clinching Game 
6.
Th e Rangers looked strong at 
home in Game 3, played on May 2. 
Mats Zuccarello and Michael Grab-
ner came out strong against the 
Senators, each scoring a fi rst period 
goal. Lundqvist was able to bounce 
back after giving up six goals in 
Game 2, allowing only one past 
him. Rick Nash and Oscar Lindberg 
scored in the second period, and 
the team held strong in the third as 
it allowed zero goals, to secure the 
4-1 victory. With the win, the Rang-
ers were back in business, showing 
no signs of quitting.
Th e Rangers kept every game in 
this series competitive, losing by 
one in each loss in the series lead-
ing into Game 4. Th ey scored fi ve 
and four goals in Games 2 and 3, re-
spectively, both tremendous off en-
sive outings. Th ey seemed primed 
to get on the comeback trail, lead-
ing them down to the Eastern Con-
ference Finals yet again.
Th e Senators proved to be a 
tough challenge for the Blueshirts 
so far, but the Blueshirts looked to 
be up to the challenge of coming 
back from a 2-1 series defi cit.
Th e key to winning this series 
for the Rangers will lay in their abil-
ity to fi nd balance on off ense and 
defense.
Too often, the Rangers excel on 
off ense, only to trip on their skates, 
and vice versa. If the team is able 
to complement its shutdown de-
fense with a full-throttle off ense, it 
should easily shell out the come-
from-behind series win. Th e Rang-




Th e NFL draft began Th ursday, 
April 27 with the New York Giants 
eager to fi ll needs on their roster. 
Th e Giants entered the 2017 draft 
with glaring holes at the linebacker, 
off ensive tackle and tight end posi-
tions. Th ey had six picks total, and 
did not trade up or down until the 
sixth round.
Jerry Reese, the Giants’ general 
manager, said in a radio interview 
with WFAN’s Mike Francesa that 
there were a few players that he 
considered trading up for and ad-
mitted he almost made a move in 
the early rounds. Th ough he did 
not reveal who those players were, 
many speculate that one of them 
was quarterback Patrick Mahomes 
II, who was seen as a potential suc-
cessor to veteran Eli Manning.
Th e Giants had pick no. 23 in the 
fi rst round and they used it to fi ll 
one of their biggest needs at tight 
end. Th ey selected Evan Engram 
from the University of Mississippi, a 
speedy, explosive pass catcher who 
ran a 4.42 40-yard dash. At 6-feet 
3-inches tall and 234 pounds, En-
gram is often compared to Jordan 
Reed of the Washington Redskins, 
a matchup nightmare whose size 
and speed wreak havoc over the 
middle of the fi eld. While this was 
widely considered a strong pick, 
it was also unexpected consider-
ing David Njoku, a tight end rated 
higher than Engram, was still on 
the board. Engram is a great weap-
on for Manning, another piece to 
the puzzle of an already excellent 
group of pass catchers.
Th e Giants used their second-
round pick, the 55th overall pick, on 
David Tomlinson, defensive tackle 
from the University of Alabama. 
Tomlinson, at 6-feet 3-inches and 
305 pounds, is the perfect plug to 
supplement Johnathan Hankins’ 
departure to the Indianapolis Colts 
in free agency. Tomlinson has big 
shoes to fi ll, as he will be expected 
to line up with Damon Harrison, Ja-
son Pierre-Paul and Olivier Vernon, 
three of the league’s premier pass-
rushers. Reese explained that Tom-
linson interviewed excellently at 
the NFL combine, which led some 
to believe that this pick was moti-
vated more by Tomlinson’s charac-
ter than his skill at the position.
Th e Giants’ third-round pick 
fi nally addressed the Manning re-
placement drama, as Big Blue se-
lected quarterback Davis Webb out 
of California. Webb joins the quar-
terback roster with Geno Smith and 
Josh Johnson, as many anticipate a 
heated battle in training camp for 
the top backup spot. One of those 
three signal callers will sit for a few 
years and develop before eventu-
ally inheriting the starting QB posi-
tion. Manning has three years left 
on his current contract and it is 
unclear if the Giants will renew it. 
It was a good value pick consider-
ing Webb was projected to go in the 
second round, not the third.
Big Blue elected for the 6-feet 
1-inch, 195 pound Wayne Gall-
man in the fourth round, expected 
to add to a very thin running back 
group. Despite his small frame, 
Gallman is described as a “be-
tween-the-tackles,” bruising back 
that looks for contact and fi ghts for 
extra yards. He is not a big threat to 
the Giants’ de facto starting run-
ning back, Paul Perkins, who, coach 
Ben McAdoo confi rmed will be the 
featured rusher in 2017, but serves 
as a great compliment to Perkins’ 
style of nimble quick-cut running. 
Even still, all eyes are on Reese 
to make the jump for prized free 
agent LeGarrette Blount, one of the 
league’s top rushers in 2016.
Th e Giants spent their sixth-
round pick on Adam Bisnowaty, an 
off ensive tackle out of Pittsburgh. 
Th is pick addresses a palpable 
need at left tackle with Ereck Flow-
ers constantly struggling. Th e Gi-
ants traded up seven spots with the 
Tennessee Titans to acquire Bis-
nowaty. Still, questions surround 
Bisnowaty’s durability as he has 
battled injuries for most of his col-
lege career.
Despite their draft class, many 
needs still remain unattended 
along both sides of the ball. Th e Gi-
ants failed to address the lineback-
er core, which has been mediocre 
under defensive captain Johna-
than Casillas’ lead. Likewise, the 
departure of kicker Robbie Gould 
remains unaddressed, leaving Big 
Blue to search for potential in the 
undrafted free-agent pool.
Furthermore, it is foolish to be-
lieve sixth-round pick Bisnowaty 
will be the answer to the Giants’ of-
fensive line woes. Reese has fi nally 
found off ensive weapons to take 
the fi eld, but if the off ensive line 
cannot keep Manning from getting 
sacked, the prized receiving core 
will be for naught. Looking to the 
free-agent market, one very attrac-
tive prospect is left tackle Ryan Cla-
dy. Once one of the league’s best, 
Clady has admittedly suff ered a 
drop in performance in 2016. How-
ever, if able to stay healthy, Clady 
may be a viable option.
Th e Giants expect Engram, Gall-
man and Tomlinson to have an im-
mediate impact, while sculpting 
Bisnowaty and Webb into future 
contributors. Big Blue is primed 
to build on a successful 2016 and 
push further in 2017.
The Giants looked to the 2017 NFL draft to bolster their roster. First round draft pick Engram is sure to add a spark at tight end.
Only the Senators stand in the way of the Rangers moving on to the Conference Finals, but they have proven to be a challenge.
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Giants add speed at tight end, bolster defense in NFL draft
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Rangers look to rebound in series against Senators, advance to Finals
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15. PART WITH CASH, 
RELUCTANTLY
20. DEADON
22. SUN TZU’S “____ OF 
WAR”
24. IN SUM
25. PLASTER OF PARIS ON A 
CANVAS
26. HOMELESS CAT’S HOME
27. POLES AND SERBS, E.G.








42. “____ ONE: A STAR 
WARS STORY”
45. INDIAN OCEAN’S 
SALTWATER INLET
49. SWEDISH SHAG RUG
51. BUDDHISTS’ SACRED 
MOUNDS
54. FANCY TIE
56. BLACK TIE ONE
57. CUL DE ____, PL.
58. A FIT OF SHIVERIG
59. FOAL’S MOTHER
60. “METAMORPHOSES” POET
61. FOOTBALL GREAT ____ 
GRAHAM
62. JASMINE OF “ALADDIN,” 
E.G.
63. CLEVELAND, OH LAKE
64. DOG TRAILER











9. “FOR” IN SPANISH
13. NIMBLE
14. NOT SQUARE?
15. SOUTH KOREAN PORT
16. “SUPERMAN” 
CHRISTOPHER




21. *SMALL DECORATIVE 
APPETIZER SANDWICHES




28. WILLY WONKA 
MASTERMIND
30. #4 DOWN HOMETOWN
35. BUILDING EXTENSIONS
37. CHARLES MANSON’S HOME
39. EUCHARIST PLATE
40. STRIP OF WOOD
41. BATU KHAN’S PEOPLE
43. *CHICKEN SATAY IS 
POPULAR APP IN THIS 
EATERY TYPE
44. SEPARATE HEAD FROM 
BODY
46. POPULAR SYMBOL OF 
EXTINCTION
47. COMME CI, COMME ÁA
48. *SERVED ON A HALF
SHELL
50. *THESE FROG LIMBS ARE 
A FRENCH DELICACY
52. D.C. BIGWIG
53. TWO OF A KIND
55. BEEHIVE STATE NATIVE




66. TUBE IN OLD TV




71. BROADWAY’S FAMOUS 
ORPHAN
72. BIRD FEED
73. II TO ROMANS
74. LODGED WITH PIGS
DOWN
1. LEOPARD OR SUCH
2. CURVED MOLDING
3. CAPITAL OF UKRAINE
4. “LOVE ME TENDER” SINGER
5. WOUND LIKE AN OLD 
MOVIE
6. LIL’ BOW WOW’S FIRST 
NAME
7. *APPETIZER WRAPPED IN 
A BLANKET
8. RAPIDLY
9. BETWEEN LARVA AND 
ADULT
10. RUSH JOB NOTATION
11. STEAK PREFERENCE





C++ PROGRAMMING WORKSHOP FOR BEGINNERS
9 a.m.-3 p.m. | NVC 14-270 | Free
UNICEF AT BARUCH’S INTERNATIONAL FOOD FAIR




5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. | NVC 3-215 | Free
GIRLS WHO CODE










STEPHANIE MESQUITA | THE TICKER
CLIMATE CHANGE IN THE AGE OF TRUMP: THE ROLE OF FACULTY AND 
STUDENTS
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | NVC 14-235 | Free
VOLUNTEER OR WORK ABROAD WITH AIESEC
12 p.m.-2:30 p.m. | 2nd Floor Lobby | Free
MUSIC OUR WAY PRESENTED BY ACTE II
7 p.m.-9 p.m. | BPAC | $20
FREE CONCERT: A LIEDERABEND IN THE AFTERNOON*
1 p.m. | Shirley Fiterman Art Center, BMCC | Free
CONFERENCE ON AUTISM AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES*
9 a.m.-1 p.m. | Student Union, Queens College | Free
REWOVEN: INNOVATIVE FIBER ART*
QCC Art Gallery | Free
SUN
14
ACKERMAN SPRING LECTURE: UNDOCUMENTED & COMING TO AGE 
IN AMERICA
5:30 p.m. | NVC 14-220 | Free, RSVP Required
